The Newsletter of St. John Lutheran Church

Summer 2017

The Revelations of St. John

It’s summer, and the heat has arrived.
This issue of Revelations is for the entire summer—
we will have a new Revelations in September.
Deadlines for this issue seemed tough to meet, so if
anything is missing, let me know! We will place it in
the next edition, or share it in the bulletin.

I have two things I would like to highlight for our
church family as we begin this new season. First,
we begin our one worship service on Sundays on
June 18—we will gather at 9:30 a.m. We combine
for the summer not because we expect less people—
but because we pray that everyone will come and
enjoy having our family all together for one service.
This is a fun time for our congregation. Don’t miss
out!
And also remember, our church still needs many
hands to function in the summer time. We still need
volunteers for Sundays, helpers during the week—
please don’t take a vacation from St. John this
summer! Visit our Sign Up Genius often and volunteer.
Did you know? Many visitors come in the summer as
they move into the area and “church shop.” Please
be on the look out for new faces every Sunday, and
introduce yourselves and welcome them to St. John.
Don’t forget, we have wonderful gift bags to share
with our visitors, too.
And finally, you will see on page 3 an article
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written by our treasurer, Jack Ruse. Jack spent a
lot of time preparing for the article, and he wrote it
on the request of the Stewardship Committee and
Council. Jack clarifies what an endowment is and
isn’t. He also shares how St. John has used our
endowment over the years, and our goals for the
endowment for the future.

At the end of June, we will have completed 6 months
of our 2017 budget. In July, all households will
receive a giving statement. Please remember that if
you pledged, we based our current budget on that.
Also, if you stepped up to the Challenge—that was,
giving an additional $217 per adult—we are also
counting on that. Just as in your own homes, money
is always a concern here at St. John. Our building
has many critical needs that we will have to budget in
the coming months and year. But in the short term,
we would like to just meet the needs of our current
budget without “loaning” more money than planned
from the endowment. Thank you for your offerings!
I am, as ever, impressed with the great care and
stewardship of the funds we receive from our
members. I am also grateful for all gifts made to the
church, whether that is time, talent or treasure. We
could not be St. John without them. A special thank
you to our finance volunteers who supervise it all and
keep us on track! Thank you!
May you have a blessed summer! I pray we see each
other often on Sundays! Blessings, Pastor Sarah

www.stjohnbluebell.org
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Council Corner
A Report from Social Ministry Committee
The Social Ministry Committee had a meeting in May and voted on several ministries to give a portion of the annual money received from the Endowment Fund.
The committee aspires to give monies to a mix of local, national and global ministries.
Local ministries chosen to date for this year: Ryan Weidler Memorial Golf Outing, which this year will be supporting CHOP and The SADS Foundation; Sebastian Riding Associates in Collegeville, which offers equine assisted therapy programs for both children and adults living with a variety of physical, mental health
and intellectual disabilities; and Porch Light, a part of the Mural Arts Program, in
Philadelphia.
National ministries chosen to date for this year: LIRS - Lutheran Immigration
and Refuge Service and ELCA Racial Justice Ministries.
Global ministries chosen to date this year: Music in Motion, a part of Hearts in Motion, provides instruments
and music lessons while giving hope and building community to those living in the Gualan community. We
will sponsor a child for a year.
In addition to the above distributions, there will be various periods of collecting toiletries for Being Beautiful
and food for the Seminary Food Bank.
In August, we will have an organized day on Saturday, August 5 helping Habitat for Humanity in Norristown
at their ReStore. We are looking for a group of 10-12 to help at their store from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. with
collecting donations, helping customers at the store, and general work around the store. To volunteer, please
contact Pastor Sarah or myself with any questions.
Steve Taylor, Chair

Finance Information from Year-End

Council Members 2017

St. John Current Fund Budget vs. Actuals

Executive Committee

Month of April 2017

Variance
Favorable/
Budget

Actual

Total Income

40,247

40,575

328

Total Expenses

28,283

28,146

137

Operating Income (Loss)

11,964

12,429

465

2017 Year to Date

(Unfavorable)

Secretary: Monika Bontempo
mbontempo2015@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jack Ruse
jackruse@gmail.com
Pastor Sarah Stobie
pastorsarahstobie@gmail.com

Congregation Council Members

Favorable/

Jeff Brown
Maripat Brown
Carol Gorman
Sue Lorenski
Joy McCabe
Michael McConnell
Evan Speece
Carol Weidler

Actual

(Unfavorable)

Total Income

114,227

116,582

2,355

Total Expenses

101,445

100,207

1,238

Operating Income (Loss)

12,782

16,375

3,593

St. John Lutheran Church

Vice-President: Phil Vande Berg
philvandeberg@yahoo.com

Variance
Budget
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President: Kathy Erdman
erdmankath@gmail.com
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A Word from our Treasurer, Jack Ruse
As Treasurer, I recently finished a review of the St. John
Endowment from 2001 to the present and thought this
would be the right time to provide the congregation an
overview of our endowment and answer some questions.
So what is an endowment?
An endowment is a financial vehicle that is funded by
donations made to non-profit organization (in our case the
church). The donations are usually cash, securities, or
property. Sometimes the funds are given for a specific
purpose (music, cemetery upkeep, etc.). More likely the
funds are given for the general support of the beneficiary
(the church) as directed by its leaders. Many endowments
are designed to keep the principal amount intact while
using the investment income to support one or more goals
of the institution.
What is the history of St John’s Endowment?
St. John’s first endowment was for the cemetery. It is a
perpetual endowment, where the church only uses the
investment income to support the cemetery’s upkeep.
Later, as members of the congregation bequeathed funds to
the church, several small sub endowments were set up to
support Building (major expenses), Mission (benevolence),
and Music. In 1999, Charles Schlipf, a long time member
of St. John died and bequeathed the church approximately
$2,300,000. The church actually received most of these
funds in 2001. At that time, Council used $800,000 to: (1)
fund the completion of the Great Room and Office area; (2)
to provide the remaining funds needed to remodel the
church sanctuary; and (3) to reduce the outstanding balance
of the church mortgage. Council then used the remaining
$1,500,000 to increase the Cemetery Endowment, and the
Building, Mission and Music sub endowments. As
mentioned before, the Cemetery Endowment can only be
used to maintain the Cemetery. The other endowments are
discretionary in the sense that Council can both change the
size of those sub endowments, and/or redirect the funds to
better meet the needs of St. John. At that time no sub
endowment was created to help cover St John’s yearly
current funding needs. Instead, Council has redirected
funds as necessary each year to cover our current expense
deficit. Funds used to balance the expense deficit are
accounted for as a loan.
How does that all work?
The Council selected Univest to manage the endowments
funds. It created an Investment Committee to: (1) oversee
the endowment’s financial performance; and (2) to
recommend both the total amount of money to be
withdrawn from the endowment each year and the
allocation of those dollars among the sub endowments and
the funds need to balance our current budget. It is not an
easy job. Every year it ends up being a balancing act
between maintaining the health of the Endowment and
providing for the needs of St. John.
So how have we done over the last 16 years?
Funds from the endowment have been used to cover major
building expenses; they have provided scholarships to
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Lutheran colleges for our young adults; funds have been
used to support a number of charitable activities in our local
community, plus mission and missionary activities around
the world. Our Music Ministry continues to flourish based
in part, on the continued funding from the Music
Endowment. Univest has invested the funds wisely. Our
funds have recovered nicely from the depths of the 2008-09
recession. As discussed, the endowment plays a critical
role in the church’s ability to bridge our annual operating
deficit. Almost every year since 2001, Council has found it
necessary to borrow funds from the endowment to bridge
St. John’s current deficit. At the end of 2001, our total
endowment stood at $1.55M. At the low point of the
recession we were at $1.07M. At the end of this March
2017, our total endowment stood at $1.27M.
Should we be doing better?
Univest’s investment strategy strikes the right balance
between risk and return. On the investment side we have
done well. On the disbursement side, the single largest use
of endowment funds has been to bridge our current
operating deficit each year. From 2001 through 2016 we
have used $670,000 from the endowment to meet our
operating needs. Maybe with 20/20 hindsight we could of
done a few things differently and spent a little less money
but in any reasonable scenario most of those dollars would
have been spent to keep St. John intact. The most
important conclusion I draw from looking back over the
last sixteen years is that St John continues to grow in its
spiritual and social life, with an engaged and active
congregation. So on balance, I believe our leaders have
done a decent job.
How can we improve the endowment in the future?
Our endowment is like a bank account for the future
success of St John. You can make a general gift to the
endowment or a gift to a specific fund like Mission or
Music at any time. Just contact Pastor, Dave Ochocki, or
myself. You could also consider remembering St John in
your will. Another source of gifting is seen in obituaries.
Many times a family requests that donations be given in
lieu of flowers, to deserving groups like hospice, medical
research, etc. Ten or fifteen years ago, it was common for
St John to be mentioned in those requests. Now,
unfortunately, it is very rare. Probably the greatest
immediate impact on the endowment would be for all of us
to give a little more each Sunday. Every additional dollar
given is one less we have to withdraw from the endowment
to meet our operating expenses. It is not reasonable to
expect in the next five to ten years we can reduce our yearly
operating deficit to zero. However, if we each give a little
more each Sunday we can reduce the yearly deficit to a
level, where it is much less of a burden, and we can
improve the health of our endowment for use by future
generations.
Questions? Please feel free to contact me.
Jack Ruse, Treasurer

www.stjohnbluebell.org
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Adult News
This Fall the Social Ministry Committee will ask
the Congregation and Nursery School for support
in a collection of used shoes for the organization
Soles4Souls.
Your used shoes can have a second life! It’s estimated that 21 billion pounds of textile waste is dumped
in US landfills every year. That makes up more than
5% of all municipal waste generated every year.

Pastor Sarah’s Bible Study
Pastor’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study, due to
demand!, will continue on Tuesdays in the summer.
We are walking through the Acts of the Apostles.
We meet on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. and usually
have coffee and donuts on hand. Men and women
of all ages are welcome to attend. Our study is lively,
well-attended and thought-provoking. Our topics do
not match the Sunday homilies. Join us!

Since 2006, Soles4Souls has diverted 23.8 million
pounds of shoes and clothes from landfills and
instead created meaningful economic opportunities
and helped provide new shoes for those in need
around the globe.
Your used shoes act as a resource to help entrepreneurs in developing nations start and sustain small
businesses to help themselves and their families step
out of poverty. A gently used pair of shoes can sell
for an average of $10 (USD) and help provide basic
necessities for entrepreneurs and their families.
1 pair of shoes can provide 5 meals for Marie-Ange
and her family in Haiti.
20 pairs of shoes can provide a year’s worth of
schooling for Tracy’s daughter in Honduras.
Just 30 pairs of shoes can provide a year’s worth of
shelter for Ginette and her family in Haiti.
Shoes keep people healthy, happy and thriving.

Pastor Sarah will be leading a special morning
retreat for the women of St. John on Saturday,
June 24, from 9:30 to noon. This retreat is open to
ladies of all ages and their female friends.
We will have a Bible study, refreshments and snacks,
and even an easy craft as a reminder of our time
together.
There will be no cost for the event, but RSVPs are
required by June 19 so that materials may be
purchased in time. Please email Pastor Sarah with
your RSVP. We hope to see you there, please save
this date for this unique and fun event.
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In many developing nations, walking is the primary
mode of transportation. Every day millions are
exposed to unsanitary conditions that lead to diseases
such as hookworm, threadworm, “jiggers” and
podoconiosis. These diseases may lead to sickness,
even death. They also keep children out of school
leaving them without an education and continuing the
cycle of poverty. With your help, we can provide a
life-changing solution: a good pair of shoes.
Please consider donating some of the shoes you no
longer wear or like to this worthwhile cause this
coming Fall.
Monika Bontempo
Social Ministry Member

www.stjohnbluebell.org
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Children and Youth News
St. John’s Nursery School has completed another
successful year. Our students put on two great shows
for their parents. They delighted us all with their
happy songs and sweet choreography. Students also
created plenty of art work to cover the walls of the
Fellowship Hall.

Congregation Picnic — Youth Fundraiser
Our high school youth will be serving a Church
Picnic on Sunday, June 18, following our one
worship service at 9:30 a.m. This is a fundraiser for
our youth; adults are $10 and children are $5
Traditional picnic fare will be served from 11 am to
12:30 pm; all are welcome!

Join us on
Saturday, 8/19 from
10 am to 1 pm for a
fun, great outdoor
themed VBS! We’ll
have bible stories,
arts & crafts, singing
and games, with
lunch served at the
end. VBS is open to
children from PreK
to 5th Grade.

Shadows made from our children’s profiles for their Spring Concert.

Our students participated in a Trike -A- Thon to
benefit St. Jude Research Hospital for Children. We
had a lot of rain and were forced inside. It turns out,
with a couple of rolls of masking tape, the Fellowship
Hall is also a great place for an amazing racetrack!
The children were all so excited and did an incredible
job riding, cheering and fund raising. Together, the
children of St. John’s raised $4,326.98 for St.
Jude’s.
We are sad to see our PreK students go, but know
they will all be huge successes! Have a great
summer everyone, we will see you in September!
Carrie Engel, Director
stjohnsns.com

To register, go online to www.stjohnbluebell.org/vbs
Invite your family & friends! All are welcome!
Can you help with VBS?
We need teachers, assistants, decorators, crafters,
game leaders! If you can volunteer August 19th or
help leading up to VBS, please reach out to Katie
Myers at stjohnbluebell@gmail.com. We’ll have an
informational meeting later in the summer but we’d
love to have you as part of 2017 VBS!
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Special Events for our Community
Twelfth Annual
Ryan Weidler
Memorial Golf
Outing

Center Square Golf Club

If you are unable to attend but would like to make a
tax deductible donation- please make your check
payable to Ryan Weidler Memorial Fund and send
to: Ryan Weidler Memorial Fund, PO Box 102,
Worcester, PA 19490
Credit card donations to either SADS (in Ryan’s
name) or Youth Heart Watch are available! Please
visit our website for direct links to the organizations.

2620 West Skippack Pike Norristown, PA 19403
Monday, July 31, 2017
Benefits the Sudden Arrhythmia Death Syndrome
(SADS) Foundation
and CHOP Youth Heart Watch, an affiliate of Project
ADAM.
Registration starting at 10 a,m,
Shotgun Start at 11 a.m.
Casual buffet served following golf & ending by 6:30
P.J. Whelihan's, 799 DeKalb Pike, Blue Bell
Cost (payable to Ryan Weidler Memorial Fund):
$1000 for Golf Sponsorship
(includes acknowledgment at hole, 4some, & buffet)

Second Annual
Classic and Antique Car Show
Saturday, September 9, 2017

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

*All Vehicles MUST BE Parked by 11AM to be
Judged *Rain Date Sept. 16, 2017
Awards for Top 40 Vehicles, Pastor’s Choice Award
and Best of Show

$750 for Hole Sponsorship
(includes acknowledgment at hole, 2some, & buffet)

Best GM, Best Ford, Best Mopar, Best Import,

$500 for Clubhouse Sponsorship (includes
acknowledgment at hole and 2 for dinner)

Door Prizes, 50/50 Drawing, Food and Music

$150 per Golfer (includes breakfast, greens fees, &
buffet)

Best Modern Classic, Best Truck
Sponsorship forms are available to be featured in the
Car Show Booklet!

Questions? Please contact the Church Office or
Dennis Brennan.

*Discounted rate of $480 if you register as a 4some*
$50 per Non Golfer
(includes buffet at PJ Whelihans)
RSVP By: July 25
to meganbodonnell@yahoo.com
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Take Note!
On our next few pages, we will feature our
newest members, since Fall 2015 to this
month, and our most recent graduates.
If any one is missing, it is an oversight! Please send in
your picture and information and we will place it in
our next Revelations newsletter! Thank you!
www.stjohnbluebell.org

610-277-1086

Celebrating with our Graduates
Christine Gorman is a high school graduate of Renaissance Academy Charter School
in Phoenixville. She plans to continue her education at Penn State Brandywine Campus in the fall. Her career desire is to become a Physical Therapist. Her parents are
Bart and Carol Gorman.
Jennifer Dietrich will graduate high school on June 8, 2017 from The Baldwin
School in Bryn Mawr, PA. Jennifer began her education at The Baldwin School in PreK
and is a member of the 14 Year Club. Jennifer will be attending Bucknell University in
the fall as a committed scholar athlete for the Track & Field team with an undecided
major. Her parents are Patti and Brian Dietrich.

Megan Grace Knoll graduated from Wissahickon High School class of 2010. She
began her academic career at Temple University, receiving her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Criminal Justice in 2014. Upon graduation with a Bachelor Degree, she
attended Temple University's Beasley School of Law and graduated in May. During her
time at Temple Law, she served as a Judicial Intern to the Honorable Angelo Foglietta
in Philadelphia Criminal Court. She also served as a Law Clerk for Temple University
Hospital and Fox Chase Cancer Center General Counsel's office. In addition, she participated in the nationally recognized Trial Advocacy Program and SEPTA Clinical where she conducted depositions and arbitrations. After taking the Bar Examination in July, Megan will be practicing personal injury and medical malpractice law as an Associate Attorney at Swartz Culleton in
Newtown, PA. Megan’s parents are Diane Stein and Scott Knoll.

Kaitlin Delaney graduated Magna Cum Laude from Bucknell University in January
2017 with a Bachelor of Science in Cell Biology and Biochemistry. She returned to
Bucknell in May to walk in the graduation ceremony with her classmates. At Bucknell,
Kaitlin was a member of Mortar Board National Honor Society and Phi Sigma National
Honor Society for Biological Sciences. Kaitlin began pursuing a Master of Medical Science in Physician Assistant Studies at Arcadia University in May 2017. Kaitlin’s parents
are Karen and Rodger Delaney.

Ryan Beebe graduated summa cum laude from West Chester University on May 14,
2017. He received a Bachelor's degree in Music Theory and Composition. He is planning on continuing on to grad school, but is taking a year off to work and look at
schools. Ryan’s parents are Charley and Karen Beebe. Ryan sings in our Choir on Sundays.
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Welcome, New Members!
Carol Gorman lives with her husband Bart and their 2 children, Brian and Christine. Carol
and her family have been attending St. John's for the past 8+ years. Carol has taught Sunday School for our 1st thru 3rd grade class. In her free time, she enjoys spending time with
her family at the Jersey Shore, fishing, boating. She also enjoys working her garden and
trying new recipes out on her family and friends. Carol also now serves on Council, her
husband, Bart, serves on our Property Committee.

Marie Raff was born in Brooklyn N.Y. and grew up in Queens N.Y. In 1953, she graduated from Nursing School as a Registered Nurse. The following year she married Thomas
Raff whom she had met several years earlier at our Youth Group at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Queens. They had 3 children; when the oldest one was seven they moved and
bought a Home in Massapequa N.Y. on Long Island. All 3 children graduated from college and located to different areas of the U.S. Tom and Marie celebrated 57 + years of a
happy and blessed marriage before he went to his Eternal Home. In March 2015 she moved
into Springhouse Estates in Lower Gwynedd, PA to be near her Daughter and her Family.
Joanne Johnson is originally from New Jersey. She moved to Blue Bell four years ago to
be closer to family. Joanne enjoys knitting, crocheting, and weaving. She also have a degree in Natural Health with a special interest in herbal medicine and homeopathy. Joanne
will join our church officially on June 18.

Linda Carpenter is a lifelong resident of Philadelphia, alum of Temple and University of
the Arts. She has taught and directed private school preschool programs, taught Head Start,
Kindergarten and First Grade in the School District of Philadelphia. After more than 30
years of teaching, she is now retired. She also had the joy of writing Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School curriculum for the Lutheran Church for 14 years. Linda served on
church councils, Christian Ed. and other committees in former congregations as well as on
Synod Council, synod committees and the Board of KenCrest. Twice, she enjoyed the opportunity to participate as a delegate to the ELCA Churchwide Assembly. For 19 years
Linda sang with the Mendelssohn Club Choir of Philadelphia. She has one brother Bob who lives in LA and
is a member of the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band (which once afforded her the fun experience of attending the Grammy Awards).
Rebecca Mancino is very excited to be joining the St. John Church Family and look forward to becoming an active member. She is a resident of Blue Bell for over 16 years, but
grew up in central PA. Rebecca is married to Bob Mancino.. “We are a blended family
with 5 Children.. all mostly grown and “mostly” out of the house. We are the owners of
Mancino Manufacturing Co., Inc. where I am the Vice President and in charge of all Sales
and Marketing Activities. We have recently moved our factory from Philly to Lansdale, so
looking forward to more free time to enjoy cooking, baking, family and friends.”
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Welcome, New Members!
The Stephenson Family resides in Plymouth Meeting. Sean and Amanda were married in
June of 2013, both graduates of Temple University. They welcomed Madelynn in November of 2016. Sean is an insurance broker who works in Philadelphia. Amanda is a teacher
within the Norristown Area School District. In their free time they enjoy running and staying active, traveling, spending time with their fur baby Macky, and cheering on their Philly
Sports teams.

Ed, Kristin, Piper and Declan Bobby will officially join the family of St. John on Sunday,
June 18. Piper is currently a student of our Nursery School. The Bobby family resides in
Blue Bell and looks forward to joining our family here.

Samantha, Jonathan and Emma Posen love spending time together going on walks as a
family with their dog Lucy. Their favorite thing to do is spend time at the shore in the summer; Jon fishing, Sam reading a good book and Emma splashing in the water. They also try
to make time to run and ride our bikes when the weather is nice.

Terry Welford and Mike McConnell joined St. John in the fall of 2016. They were recently
married at St. John in April 2017. Mike is a retired engineer, and Terry is transitioning into
retirement from her HR consulting business. In their spare time, they enjoy traveling, dining
out, attending movies and local theater, and enjoying their family and friends. Mike is now
a member of Council and Terry serves on Mutual Ministry Committee.

Tammy Beil is a marketing executive and consultant. She lives in Blue Bell and when she
isn’t working can be found on the golf course or ski slope. She is a Penn State alumni, BS
’80 and MBA ’99, and avid football fan. She also enjoys time with her family, walking,
reading historical fiction and yoga.

John Maieron attended University of Fribourg, Switzerland. Upon completion of studies,
John resided in Italy for several years and was employed in passenger service by Italian
Railways. John also received a M.A. for Teachers (Italian), from Rutgers University, 1990.
John retired in 2015 after 32 years in the Civil Service at the Department of the Treasury as
a Financial Technician. John also taught an evening course in Italian at Villanova University for 2 years in 1988 and 1989. His hobbies include Active Equestrian and Travel.
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New Members & Graduates , continued
Andrea and Eric Greyson have recently joined the St. John's family from another local Lutheran Church. A life long Lutheran, Andrea got her degree in chemistry at Valparaiso
University (a Lutheran university in Indiana) before meeting Eric at Northwestern University in Chicago. After receiving their phds, the couple moved to this area and have been
employed with Rohm and Haas and then Dow ever since. Hobbies include yoga, visiting
extended family, gardening, and the occasional trip to the rock climbing gym. Their daughter, Arianna, is 4.5 and a huge fan of sitting in the front row of church. As she explained,
she can lay down and still see everything!

Amy Wagenaar, daughter of Pastor Sarah and Pete, graduated from Michigan State University this May with a BA in Media Communication and a BA in Film. Amy has four films
completed; her work has been shown at the Yale Student Film Festival and Traverse City
Film Festival. One of her films, The World is Beautiful, was selected to be a part of a traveling International Film Festival last year. Her goal is to continue in film in the roles of
Cinematographer and Scriptwriter.

Sam Winship, daughter of Judy and Keith Winship, graduated from North Penn High
School this year. Sam plans on attending Montgomery Community College this Fall.
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Connecting with Others
Our “Connecting with Others” opportunities are
ways for our adult members to meet and get to know
one another better in a less formal setting.
Some offerings are age-specific and some offerings
are centered around hobbies. It is all about connecting with new people and also
re-connecting with old friends.

Monday morning quilting
group will take off for the
summer and meet again after
Labor Day- exact date to be
determined. We thank the
congregation for your
contributions of gently used
sheets, which you may
continue to donate and drop by the church anytime:
just label "QUILTING GROUP". Questions? Please
call Anita 610-279-2421

Yarn Crafters has changed,
just a bit!

Yoga Classes are now offered
two days a week!
Mondays with Matthew
• Classes will be held from 1:30 to 2:30 pm.
• Summer sessions:

June Session: June 5, 12, 19, 26

July Session: July 3, 10, 17, 24

August Session: August 7, 14, 21

Cost: The cost is $35.00 for 8 sessions or you
may drop in for $10.00 a session. The shorter August
session will be $25.00. Cash or check made out to
Matthew Mitlas.
Make-up classes will be permitted if you purchase a
session package and are absent.
Instructor: Matthew Mitlas
matthewmitlas.com

Yarn Crafters is a group of knitters and crocheters.
Our group came together last month and we decided
on a mission-based focus. We will complete service
projects that benefit local charities and our own
congregation--baby blankets, baby hats, baptism
blankets, prayer shawls, and more. But, we also are
committed to teaching beginners the basics, and will
always welcome a new person into our group.
All are welcome to come! All skill levels are
welcome, too.

Thursdays with Kellie
• Classes will be held from 2 to 3 pm.
• Summer Session began: May 25
• The cost is $35.00 for 8 sessions or you may drop
in for $8.00 a session.
• Please bring your own mat or towel.
This is open to the public, bring a friend!
Instructor: Kellie Pannepacker
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We will now meet two times a
month, the 2nd Thursday
mornings at 10:30 a.m. as well
as the 3rd Wednesday at 7:30
p.m. for those who work during the day. But, we will
be taking the summer off in July and August. Join
us on Wednesday, June 21 at 7:30 p.m.

St. John Lutheran Church

Synod News
Dear Pastor Stobie and members of St. John, Thank you
for designating $250 to our Forward Together in Faith
campaign. On behalf of a grateful synod, I thank you for
your support of the campaign through your total
contribution of $750. Your support – and that of many
generous saints like you – allows us to focus on our
mission of equipping leaders and congregations for
ministry in the challenging 21st Century mission field. We
could not sustain the level of services and support our
congregations and leaders now enjoy without your gift.
With and in Christ, the Rev. Claire S. Burkat, Bishop
www.stjohnbluebell.org
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Visual Arts Program
Welcome to the
Visual Arts Program at St. John’s!
About Ann...
Ann L. Brennan is a local artist
and teacher whose life experiences, emotions and mood are
reflected in her work. Ann is
constantly trying new techniques
and experimenting with new colors. The constant in Ann’s
Classes are designed to cater to the individual and are work is her love for the world
that surrounds her and the happirun like a one room school house. Consequently in
ness it brings her. Her greatest
each class there are drawers, watercolorists, acrylic
and oil painting, beginners and more advanced paint- joy is when the viewer feels the emotions that she had
while creating the piece.
ers.
Each session has a theme, with a formal lesson taking
place every other week. New students have lessons
based on their specific skill set while still participating in the regular class.

Summer Class Schedule
Her Summer Session of 8 weeks will begin June 28
and end on August 23.
Ann will only do Wednesday classes this summer,
please take note!
Her classes will be offered from 1 to 3 p.m. and 6:30
to 8:30 p.m on Wednesday.

Ann studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine
Arts and has participated in many workshops offered
by local artists. Her work experience is as varied as
her work. She has worked in display at a local department store, acted as the in house agency for several automotive franchises, worked as a picture framer and scanned documents for legal and insurance
purposes. The one job that has remained the same
over the years is teacher, which she has done for over
20 years. To Ann teaching is a constant gift to
her. She believes she gets far more from her students
that she could ever give back. Watching her students
grow as artists and achieve greatness is a thrill that is
hard to match. Plus their struggles have aided Ann in
becoming a better artist.

Cost remains $80, and there will be no class on July
5. Interested individuals can email Ann directly
at annlb609@gmail.com for more additional information or to reserve a spot.
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Final Reminders
The best way to get the latest news? Sign
up for our eNewsletter which is sent every
week on Wednesdays. You may do this by
emailing Pastor Sarah from the email address
you wish to receive the eNews.
The best way to share the news? Forward
our eNews to friends and family, pass this
copy onto others, and “like” and “share” our
posts and events on your own Facebook accounts.

Did we miss something?
Let us know! It was simply an
oversight!
Our next issue of the Revelations
will include September
and October events and details.
Please share with the church office
your items before August 20.
Thank you!

St. John Lutheran Church
1802 Skippack Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Office: 610-277-1086
Office Hours: 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on M, T, W,
12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Thursday
Closed on Fridays
www.stjohnbluebell.org
Nursery School: 610-272-7163
www.stjohnsns.org

Staff

facebook.com/stjohnbluebell
@stjohnbluebell

Rev. Sarah Stobie, Pastor
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music
Barry Stock, Facilities Coordinator
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director
Katie Myers, Sunday School Director/Webmaster
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator
Dave Ochocki, Book-keeper
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lawrencebaker22@gmail.com
stock825@comcast.net
carrie@stjohnsns.com
stjohnbluebell@gmail.com
annlb609@gmail.com
daveo612@aol.com

www.stjohnbluebell.org

610-277-1086

