
 
 
 
 

 
 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 19, 2026 

9:30 a.m. 
 



Welcome to St. John 
 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 
www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website: www.stjohnsns.com 
610-277-1086 

 
Staff: 

Pastor Rachel Manke      pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com 
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 
Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  
Laura Smeltzer, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 
Laura Soda, Church Office Assistant    stjohn1802@gmail.com 
 
 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 
Celebrating 257 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2026. 

 
 
 
 
 

Parents with young children: Please know that your children are welcome and cherished in 
worship!  Wiggles and all!  If you find a need to step out with them during worship, we have 
arranged a special Prayer Ground in the Great Room down the sanctuary stairs. The service is 
streamed onto a screen above that area so you can continue to worship.  
 
 
This service is live-streamed on the church’s YouTube page. 
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Order for Worship 
 
Welcome  
 
Prelude~ “Reflection on Dunlap's Creek”                             Charles Callahan                                    

 
Confession 
 

The assembly may rise. 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Hymn~ “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” 

 



Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie  

 

 
 
Hymn of Praise~ “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” 

 
 



Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray.  
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in 
the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Children’s Message                                                                                                                        
 
Word 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 
 

A: The first reading is from Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
 I am the first, and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 Do not fear or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 86  (Cantor, then ALL) 
 

 
 
Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 
 

A: The second reading is from Romans. 
 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—for if 
you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and 
if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that 
we may also be glorified with him. 
  I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God, for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who 
hopes for what one already sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly may rise. 

 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his field, but while everybody was asleep an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. So when the plants came up 
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came 
and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 
weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then 
do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest, 
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to 
be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who 
sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as 
the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son 
of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 



Sermon                                                                                                                                   Pastor Rachel Manke 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. At the conclusion of the hymn introduction, the assembly rises. 
 
Hymn of the Day~ “The Reign of God, like Farmer's Field” 

 
 



Apostles’ Creed 

P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
A: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A: God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. Where 
we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the complexities of 
life, guide us. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, microscopic 
plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s dedication to hope for 
what we do not yet see. Where there are wildfires, bring rain. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in righteousness. 
Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing of 
all. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by war, 
eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their character, 
or illness or injury. We pray especially for: Margie, Marian, Scott, Roger, Bob, Abigail, 
Diane, Carolyn, Rosemary, Angelo, Tony, Andy, Greg, Sivan, Joan, Kevin, Rob, Matt, 
Bongchun, Jimmy, Lance, Stacey, Eleanor, Marie, Greg, Nan, Joshua, and Robert. God of 
grace,  

C: hear our prayer. 



A: God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare 
professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for the 
coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places. We 
give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your presence. God 
of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. The Pastor concludes: 
 

Pastor: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares 
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 
Peace 

P: The peace of the risen Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Meal 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Anthem~ “We Are a Garden Walled Around”        Sarah Ochocki, Soloist 

 
We are a garden walled around, chosen and made peculiar ground; 
a little spot inclosed by grace out of the world's wide wilderness. 

 
Like trees of myrrh and spice we stand, planted by God the Father's hand; 

and all his springs in Sion flow, to make the young plantation grow. 
 

Let my Beloved come, and taste his pleasant fruits at his own feast. 
"I come, my spouse, I come," he cries, with love and pleasure in his eyes. 

 
Our Lord into the garden comes, well pleased to smell our poor perfumes, 

and calls us to a feast divine, sweeter than honey, milk or wine. 
 

Jesus, we will frequent thy board, and sing the praises of our Lord: 
but the rich food on which we live demands more praise, 

demands more praise than tongues can give. 
 

Text: Isaac Watts 
Music: Robert Buckley Farlee 

 
 



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
We are grateful for your support of St. John. Here are the ways to share tithes and 
offerings: You may make use of the offering plate located on the table at the back of 
the sanctuary, or scan this QR code to use Square. Simply Giving - You can arrange 
for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted from a bank account. 
Please contact Laura Smeltzer, bookkeeper, at stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com. 

 
For communion: We practice a "standing station" distribution of communion.  An usher will indicate to 
you when it is time to come up.  They will have empty cups for you to take if you are to have wine, and 
proceed down the center aisle.  First, receive the wafer from pastor, putting your hands out.  Then, if you are 
receiving wine, hold up your empty cup to the pouring chalice to receive the wine.  Grape juice is in the tray 
beside the cup in pre-filled cups.  Younger children or anyone not receiving are welcome to come up for a 
blessing from the pastor.  You will return to your pew from the side aisle.  Christ is the host of this meal, his 
real presence in bread and wine, and all are welcome at the table. 
 
The assembly may rise. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 



Holy, Holy 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
P: Holy God, 

you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 

  The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 

C: We praise you, O God. 
 
P: Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 

C: We bless you, O God. 
  
P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 

C: We thank you, O God. 
 



P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 Remembering his love for us 

on the way, at the table, and to the end,  
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 

  Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. 

C: Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer  
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
An usher will indicate to you when it is time to come forward for communion. 
 



Communion Canticle ~ Agnus Dei 

 
 
The assembly may be seated. The meal is shared. 
 
Communion Anthem~ “Bread of Heaven”         Sarah Ochocki, Soloist 

 
Holy bread of heaven, come and feed our souls,  
come and quench our thirst and make us whole, 

for our hunger for justice and hope has brought us here.  
Come and soothe our suff'ring and our fear. 

 
Holy bread of heaven, come and bring us life.  

Come and quell all violence and all strife, 
for our thirst for compassion and love has brought us here.  

Come and bid all conflict disappear. 
Come and soothe our suffering and our fear. 

 
Holy bread of heaven, come and feed our souls,  
come and quench our thirst and make us whole, 

for our hunger for justice and hope has brought us here.  
Come and soothe our suff'ring and our fear. 

 
Holy bread of heaven, come and bring your light.  

Come and fracture hopelessness and night, 
for our hunger for healing will ever bring us here,  

welcoming your children, far and near. 
Come and bid all conflict disappear.  

Come and soothe our suff'ring and our fear. 
 

Text: Based on John 6:33 
Music: Karen Marrolli 

 
 



Post Communion Blessing 

P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  

C: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

P: Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Hymn~ “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 
 



Dismissal 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude~ “Ricercare”                     Jacobo Fogliano                     

 
 
 
Serving Today in Worship 
Pastor     Pastor Rachel Manke 
Director of Music   Lawrence Baker 
Usher     Rita Stock 
Lector     Kim Even 
Communion Assistant   Audrey Pyle 
Acolyte       
Video Technicians   Phil Wood, Adam Kiefski, Xavier Mitchell, & Megan Kiefski 
Counters    Ron and Lisa Nordmeyer 
 
 
Altar flowers are given today by Linda Maurer in honor of her husband, John Bonck’s birthday.   
 
Our full prayer list is printed on a separate piece of paper that is available near the 
bulletins. Names will remain on our list for a month and then be removed.  If you want to make sure 
someone remains, contact the church office. 
 
 
This Week at St John… 
 
Sunday, July 19                                                         
9:30 Worship 
 
Tuesday, July 21 
12:00 Ladies Who Lunch 
 

Wednesday, July 22 
5:00 Food Truck Night 
7:00 Troop 98 Scouting Review Board 
 
Sunday, July 26   
9:30 Worship 

 
 

 
Scan this QR code to see the church calendar on our website. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Happening at St John 
 

Food Truck Nights! - Wrap n' Roll truck returns for two more nights only! There is a sign-up sheet 
in the Great Room because Pastor needs help with set-up and clean-up!  Next dates: July 22nd and 
August 19th from 5-7pm, rain or shine!  If it rains, we will go inside to Fellowship Hall. 
 
Ladies Who Lunch - Join the ladies at the Whitpain Tavern.  The group will meet on Tuesday, 
July 21st at noon.  RSVP to Audrey Pyle at audreympyle@gmail.com or 610-764-0174. 
 
VBS Registration is Open! - St John will host a two-night Vacation Bible School to explore “Who 
is My Neighbor?” on July 27th and 29th (6-8 pm). Children are invited to explore what it means to 
be neighbors in Christ through games, crafts and intentional activities to learn how our faith calls us 
out into the world to love and serve our neighbors.  Contact Carin Antochy for the registration link 
(carin.antochy@gmail.com).  All donations for VBS were due back by July 12th.  Contact Carin 
if you still need to bring in your donations.  Thank you so much for helping us! 
 
Altar Flowers - Remember that YOU can sponsor our weekly flowers for Sunday worship.  They 
are not actually in the budget, so your sponsorship is helpful.  Celebrate an occasion, remember a 
saint of yours, etc.  $30 is the cost.  The sign-up sheet is at the base of the stairs in the Great Room. 

 
   
  
 
Bulletin Announcements & Weekly Email - To request the inclusion of an announcement in the 
bulletin, please contact the church office by Monday of that week.  To request inclusion in the 
weekly email, contact Katie Myers by Monday of that week.  
 
 
Scan this QR code to receive our weekly email newsletter. 
 


