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Orderfor Worship
Senvice of the Word

Wclcome

Prelude~ “Prelude and Fugue in F Major” J.S. Bach

Confession
The assembly may rise.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
C: Amen.



(Gathering [Hymn~ “Open Now the Gates of Beauty”
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and 1 will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’n on earth must be.
let  my soul, where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may [ un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un -to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
; |
Al T 1F ; A g ﬁ F\ i~ A ; 6
S S R L — 7 i
| D | 1 ]

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672—1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680




Grccting
P:

be with you all.

C:

Kgric

And also with you.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on wus, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
0-& | —
* —e | ! ! I
G rr st
We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

Hymn of Praise~ “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs”

2 T R e S |
6 = so18—%—35 8 —
J & —# # = r _,r i - o
1 Come, let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;
2 “Wor - thy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be ex -alt - ed  thus!”
3 Je - sus is wor - thy to re-ceive hon-or and powr di - vine;
4 Jet all cre - a - ton join in one to bless the sa - cred name
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ten thou-sand thou - sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips re - ply, “for he was slain for  us!”
and bless-ings, more than we can give, be, Lord, for - ev - er  thine.
of God who sits up - on the throne, and to a-dore the Lamb.
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Fragcr of the Dag

P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

Children’s Mcssagc

Word

Firs’c Reac]ing: ]saiah 55:10~1%
A: The first reading is from Isaiah.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

A: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 (Read responsively)

[ ! You are to be praised, O ! God, in Zion;

to you shall vows | be fulfilled.

2To you, the one | who answers prayer,
to you all | flesh shall come.

3 Our sins are strong- | er than we are,
but you blot out | our transgressions.

* Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your ! courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness ! of your temple.



> Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of | our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans ! far away.
®You make firm the mountains | by your power;
you are girded a- | bout with might.
"You still the roaring ! of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor ! of the peoples.
8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to ! sing for joy. |
?You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is ! full
of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide ! for the earth.
0You drench the furrows and smooth ! out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and ! bless its increase.
1'You crown the year | with your goodness,
and your paths over- | flow with plenty.
12 May the fields of the wilderness be ! rich for grazing,
and the hills be ! clothed with joy.
13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves with
grain;
let them shout for | joy and sing.

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11
A: The second reading is from Romans.

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the
law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and
to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, then the body
is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

A: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly may rise.



Gospel Acc]amation
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Matthcw 1%:1-9, 18~23%

P:
C:

P:

P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they
had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. If you have ears, hear!” “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When
anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with
joy, yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.

Sermon Seminarian Kendyll Ward

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. At the conclusion of the hymn introduction, the assembly rises.



Hymn of the Day~ “As Rain from the Clouds”
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1 As rain from the clouds will your word come to earth,
2 As grain that is scat - tered your word has been sown
3 As rays of the sun  shall your word light the  world,
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as snow from the heav - ens re - fresh - ing the land.
on rocks and on road - ways, in good earth and sand.
a - wak -ing and warm - ing  and heal - ing our land.
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Then soft - en  our soil that the good seed may Erow
Make fer - tile our soil that the good seed may grow
Then shine in  our heartsthat the good seed may grow
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and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
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We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
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we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
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We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
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for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.




Apostles’ Crcccl

P:

C:

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Fragcrs of ]ntcrccssion

A:

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the
garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and the
trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set our
minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the world. We
pray for safety and peace in the Middle East, Lebanon, and Venezuela. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all
who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have exhausted
their resources, and for local concerns. We pray especially for: Margie, Marian, Scott,
Roger, Bob, Abigail, Diane, Carolyn, Rosemary, Angelo, Tony, Andy, Greg, Sivan, Joan,
Kevin, Rob, Matt, Bongchun, Jimmy, Lance, Stacey, Eleanor, Marie, Greg, Nan, Joshua,
and Robert. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



A: God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May
those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment
among us. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith especially Bishop Nathan
Séderblom, whom the church commemorates today. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered. The Presiding Minister concludes:

P: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

C: Amen.

Fcacc

P: The peace of the risen Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Presentation of T ithes and Omcpcrings

"l "'EEI We are grateful for your support of St. John. Here are the ways to share tithes and

% offerings: You may make use of the offering plate located on the table at the back of
the sanctuary, or scan this QR code to use Square. Simply Giving - You can arrange
' for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted from a bank account.
Please contact Laura Smeltzer, bookkeeper, at stjohnl802bookkeeper@gmail.com.

Scan to give an offering.

Oﬂzcr'torg Frager

P: Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
C: Amen.

When there is no communion, the service concludes with the Thanksgiving for God’s Word.



Canticle of Thanksgiving
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Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for-ev- er and ev - er.
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just and true are your ways, O Rul - er of all the na- tions.
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Who can fail to hon-or you, Lord, and sing the glo-ry of your name?
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Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for-ev- er and ev - er.
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for your just and ho - ly works have been re - vealed.
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Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for-ev- er and ev - er.




Thanksgiving for the Word

P:

C:

Lorcl’s
P:
C:

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light
into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of
life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For
your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God,
draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Frager

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us boldly pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Announcements

blessing

P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Amen.



Sending [ymn~ “On What Has Now Been Sown”
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1

807, alt.

Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789

Dismissal

P:

C:

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy

Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

FPostlude~ “Trumpet Voluntary”

John Stanley



Serving Today in Worship

Presiding Minister Seminarian Kendyll Ward

Guest Organist Bruce Todd

Usher Kim Even

Lector Michelle Katzenmoyer

Acolyte

Video Technicians Phil Wood, Adam Kiefski, Xavier Mitchell, & Megan Kiefski
Counters Dave Ochocki and Patti Whitcomb

Our full prayer list is printed on a separate piece of paper that is available near the
bulletins. Names will remain on our list for a month and then be removed. If you want to make
sure someone remains, contact the church office.

We welcome Ms. Kendyll Ward today as our worship leader and homilist. Kendyll begins her first
year in the Master of Divinity program at United Lutheran Seminary nearby in Mt Airy this

fall. Kendyll grew as a youth in our synod and even joined our St John trip to ASP a few years
ago. She is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Havertown. Pastor Rachel returns July 13th.
For pastoral emergency needs, please contact Pastor Deb Wolfe at 610-506-6097.

This Week at St John...

Sunday, July 12 Sunday, July 19
9:30  Worship - Service of the Word 9:30  Worship

Friday, July 17
6:30 Boy Scouts Troop 98 [FH, MPR, YC]

_ Scan this QR code to see the church calendar on our website.



Happening at St John

Food Truck Nights! - Wrap n' Roll truck returns for two more nights only! There is a sign-up sheet
in the Great Room because Pastor needs help with set-up and clean-up! Next dates: July 22nd and
August 19th from 5-7pm.

Ladies Who Lunch - Join the ladies at the Whitpain Tavern. The group will meet on Tuesday,
July 21st at noon. RSVP to Audrey Pyle at audreympyle@gmail.com or 610-764-0174.

VBS Registration is Open! - St John will host a two-night Vacation Bible School to explore “Who
is My Neighbor?” on July 27th and 29th (6-8 pm). Children are invited to explore what it means to
be neighbors in Christ through games, crafts and intentional activities to learn how our faith calls us
out into the world to love and serve our neighbors. Contact Carin Antochy for the registration link
(carin.antochy@gmail.com). We need a few supplies to help it run smoothly. All donations are
due back by July 12th. Thank you so much for helping us!

Altar Flowers - Remember that YOU can sponsor our weekly flowers for Sunday worship. They
are not actually in the budget, so your sponsorship is helpful. Celebrate an occasion, remember a
saint of yours, etc. $30 is the cost. The sign-up sheet is at the base of the stairs in the Great Room.

Bulletin Announcements & Weekly Email - To request the inclusion of an announcement in the
bulletin, please contact the church office by Monday of that week. To request inclusion in the
weekly email, contact Katie Myers by Monday of that week.

Scan this QR code to receive our weekly email newsletter.




