
 
 

 
 

 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 21, 2026 

9:30 a.m. 



Welcome to St. John 
 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 
www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website: www.stjohnsns.com 
610-277-1086 

 
Staff: 

Pastor Rachel Manke      pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com 
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 
Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  
Laura Smeltzer, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 
Laura Soda, Church Office Assistant    stjohn1802@gmail.com 
 
 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 
Celebrating 257 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2026. 

 
 
 
 
 

Parents with young children: Please know that your children are welcome and cherished in 
worship!  Wiggles and all!  If you find a need to step out with them during worship, we have 
arranged a special Prayer Ground in the Great Room down the sanctuary stairs. The service is 
streamed onto a screen above that area so you can continue to worship.  
 
 
This service is live-streamed on the church’s YouTube page. 
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Order for Worship 
 
Welcome  
 
Prelude~ “To Christ Belong, in Christ Behold”                                                Robert Buckley Farlee                                                 

 
Confession 
 

The assembly may rise. 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Hymn~ “Give to Our God Immortal Praise” 

 
 
Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie  

 



 
 
Hymn of Praise~ “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray.  
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to 
fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for 
reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 
The assembly may be seated. 



Children’s Message                                                                                                                        
 

Word 

 
First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 

A: The first reading is from Jeremiah. 
 

O Lord, you have enticed me, 
  and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, 
  and you have prevailed. 
 I have become a laughingstock all day long; 
  everyone mocks me. 
 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; 
  I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
 For the word of the Lord has become for me 
  a reproach and derision all day long. 
 If I say, “I will not mention him 
  or speak any more in his name,” 
 then within me there is something like a burning fire 
  shut up in my bones; 
 I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
 For I hear many whispering: 
  “Terror is all around! 
 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
  All my close friends 
  are watching for me to stumble. 
 “Perhaps he can be enticed, 
  and we can prevail against him 
  and take our revenge on him.” 
 But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior; 
  therefore my persecutors will stumble, 
  and they will not prevail. 
 They will be greatly shamed, 
  for they will not succeed. 
 Their eternal dishonor 
  will never be forgotten. 
 O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous; 
  you see the heart and the mind; 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause. 
 Sing to the Lord; 
  praise the Lord! 
 For he has delivered the life of the needy 
  from the hands of evildoers. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 69  (Cantor, then ALL) 
 

 
 
Second Reading: Romans 6:1b-11 
 

A: The second reading is from Romans. 
 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? By no means! How can we who died to 
sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But 
if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he 
died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly may rise for the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: [Jesus said to the twelve:] “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the 
master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If 
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those 
of his household! “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell 
in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be 
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges 
me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven, but whoever denies 
me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have 
come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law, and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it.” 

 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Sermon                                                                                                                                   Pastor Rachel Manke 



Silence for reflection follows the sermon. At the conclusion of the introduction, the assembly rises 
for the Hymn of the Day. 
 
Hymn of the Day~ “To Christ Belong, in Christ Behold” 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
A: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A: Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake. Strengthen 
your church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating birds, 
endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your creation. God of 
grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with marginalized 
identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring an end to 
oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. Comfort 
those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering. We pray especially for: Marian, Scott, 
Roger, Bob, Abigail, Diane, Carolyn, Rosemary, Angelo, Tony, Andy, Greg, Sivan, Joan, 
Kevin, Rob, Matt, Bongchun, Jimmy, Lance, Stacey, Eleanor, Marie, Greg, Nan, Joshua, 
and Robert. God of grace,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 



A: Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially for 
fathers and father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray for all for 
whom this day is difficult or painful. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Faithful God, we give thanks for saints like Onesimos Nesib who have claimed their 
baptismal promises. May we follow their example of faith and service. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. The Pastor concludes: 
 

Pastor: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, 
O God, through Jesus our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
Peace 

P: The peace of the risen Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Meal 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Anthem~ “Save Me, O God”                Jonathan Oehler, Baritone 

 
Save me, O God; for the waters have come in unto my soul. 

I sink deep in mire where there is no standing: 
I come into deep waters where the floods o'er flow me. 

I am weary of my crying: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. 
 

O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from thee. 
Hear me, Lord, for thou art good; turn unto me thy tender mercies. 

Hide not thy face from thy servant! 
 

For I am poor and sorrowful: let thy salvation set me up on high! 
I will praise thy name with a song! And magnify thee with thanksgiving! 

 
Text: Psalm 69 
Music: Eugene Butler 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

We are grateful for your support of St. John. Here are the ways to share tithes and 
offerings: You may make use of the offering plate located on the table at the back of 
the sanctuary, or scan this QR code to use Square. Simply Giving - You can arrange 
for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted from a bank account. 
Please contact Laura Smeltzer, bookkeeper, at stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com. 

 



For communion: We practice a "standing station" distribution of communion.  An usher will indicate to 
you when it is time to come up.  They will have empty cups for you to take if you are to have wine, and 
proceed down the center aisle.  First, receive the wafer from pastor, putting your hands out.  Then, if you are 
receiving wine, hold up your empty cup to the pouring chalice to receive the wine.  Grape juice is in the tray 
beside the cup in pre-filled cups.  Younger children or anyone not receiving are welcome to come up for a 
blessing from the pastor.  You will return to your pew from the side aisle.  Christ is the host of this meal, his 
real presence in bread and wine, and all are welcome at the table. 
 
The assembly may rise. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy, Holy 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
P: Holy God, 

you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 

  The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 

C: We praise you, O God. 
 
P: Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 

C: We bless you, O God. 
  
P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 

C: We thank you, O God. 
 



P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 Remembering his love for us 

on the way, at the table, and to the end,  
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 

  Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. 

C: Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer  
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
An usher will indicate to you when it is time to come forward for communion. 
 



Communion Canticle ~ Agnus Dei 

 
 
The assembly may be seated. The meal is shared. 
 
Communion Anthem~ “What Does the Lord Require of You”           Jonathan Oehler, Baritone 

 

With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, shall I come before Him with yearling calves? 

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? 
Shall I give Him my firstborn for my transgressions, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

He has shown you, O soul; He has shown you what is good. 
 

And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly, walk humbly with your God. 

 

Text: Micah 6:6-8 
Music: John Ness Beck 
 
Post Communion Blessing 

P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  

C: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

P: Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Announcements 



Blessing 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn~ “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

 



Dismissal 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude~ “Finale on Munich”                      Jan Bender 

 
                                         
Serving Today in Worship 
Pastor     Pastor Rachel Manke 
Director of Music   Lawrence Baker 
Usher      
Lector     Barbara Speece 
Communion Assistant   Barbara Tornetta 
Acolyte        
Video Technicians   Phil Wood, Adam Kiefski, Xavier Mitchell, & Megan Kiefski 
Counters    Dan Pfeiffer and Charlie Sowers 
 
 
Our full prayer list is printed on a separate piece of paper that is available near the 
bulletins. Names will remain on our list for a month and then be removed.  If you want to make sure 
someone remains, contact the church office. 
 
 
This Week at St. John… 
 
Sunday, June 21 (Father’s Day)                                                        
9:30 Worship 
 
Wednesday, June 24 
5:00 Food Truck Night 

 
Sunday, June 28   
9:30 Worship 
1:15 IronPigs Game 

 
 
 

 
Scan this QR code to see the church calendar on our website. 
 
 

 
Scan this QR code to receive our weekly email newsletter. 

 
 

 
 
 



Happening at St John 
 
Food Truck This Wednesday! - Wrap n' Roll truck returns this Wednesday to kick off our summer 
Food Truck Nights!  Come out on June 24th from 5-7 pm!  There is a sign-up sheet in the Great 
Room because Pastor needs help with set-up and clean-up!  Next dates: July 22 and August 19. 
 
Historic Muhlenberg Liturgy (July 5th) - In a nod to the country's semi quincentennial this 
summer, we will be using an adapted version of the historic Muhlenberg Liturgy in our morning 
worship on July 5th.  This liturgy was the FIRST Lutheran service approved (not really published, it 
was distributed by handwritten copy!) in America!  Our earliest pastors of St John would have used 
this - in fact one of them had one of the original handwritten copies which survived (and which is 
why we have access to the liturgy today!)  Join us in worship!  Dress for the 18th century if you 
like. 
 
Lemonade Social for Witness Tree - You are familiar with the very large and very old tree that 
sits in the middle of the circle (where we have eaten for Food Trucks).  It is understood to be a 
“Witness Tree” that is, it was around during the revolution to “witness” all that went on.  And 
indeed this tree would have “seen” troops retreating from the Battle of Germantown and General 
Washington himself.  The thing is, this tree is mostly dead and is fast becoming a danger of losing 
massive limbs.  A large chunk fell off a few months ago.  So the tree is slated to be taken down after 
our July 4th celebrations.  For one last huzzah, join us after worship on July 5th to raise our 
lemonade to a good ole tree that gave shade for centuries. 
 
VBS Registration is Open! - St John will host a two-night Vacation Bible School to explore “Who 
is My Neighbor?” on July 27th and 29th (6-8 pm). Children are invited to explore what it means to 
be neighbors in Christ through games, crafts and intentional activities to learn how our faith calls us 
out into the world to love and serve our neighbors.  Contact Carin Antochy for the registration link 
(carin.antochy@gmail.com).  We are in need of a few supplies to help it run smoothly.  Please 
see the giving tree in the Great Room to see if there is anything you can provide.  Don’t forget 
to leave your name on the signup sheet indicating which tag you have selected.  All donations are 
due back by July 12th.  Thank you so much for helping us! 
 
Altar Flowers - Remember that YOU can sponsor our weekly flowers for Sunday worship.  They 
are not actually in the budget, so your sponsorship is helpful.  Celebrate an occasion, remember a 
saint of yours, etc.  $30 is the cost.  The sign-up sheet is at the base of the stairs in the Great Room. 

 
News and Info  

 
IronPigs Updates - Pastor will begin handing out tickets today after worship for the June 28th 
game for those who purchased them.  Donation Opportunity for those attending the game: Last 
Chance Ranch is collecting dog and cat related items (food, toys, litter, blankets, treats, paper 
towels, etc.).  Be sure to bring your donations to the game!  For more information, contact Staci 
Saeger at ssaeger@ironpigsbaseball.com.  
  
Bulletin Announcements & Weekly Email - To request the inclusion of an announcement in the 
bulletin, please contact the church office by Monday of that week.  To request inclusion in the 
weekly email, contact Katie Myers by Monday of that week.  


