
 
 

 
 

 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
June 7, 2026 

9:30 a.m. 



Welcome to St. John 
 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 
www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website:  www.stjohnsns.com 
610-277-1086 

 
Staff: 

Pastor Rachel Manke      pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com 
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 
Ray Hopkins, Director of Youth and Family   rayhopkins1802@gmail.com 
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 
Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  
Laura Smeltzer, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 
Laura Soda, Church Office Assistant    stjohn1802@gmail.com 
 
 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 
Celebrating 257 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2026. 

 
 
 
 
 

Parents with young children:  Please know that your children are welcome and cherished in 
worship!  Wiggles and all!  If you find a need to step out with them during worship, we have 
arranged a special Prayer Ground in the Great Room down the sanctuary stairs. The service is 
streamed onto a screen above that area so you can continue to worship.  
 
 
This service is live-streamed on the church’s YouTube page. 
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Order for Worship 
Welcome  
 
Prelude~ “We Come to You for Healing, Lord”                     Robert A. Hobby                                                

 
Confession 
 

The assembly may rise. 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Hymn~ “Morning Has Broken” 

 
 
 
Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
 



Kyrie  

 

 
 
Hymn of Praise~ “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” 

 
 
 
 



Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray.  
O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your Spirit 
bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Children’s Message                                                                                                                        
 
Word 

 
First Reading: Hosea 5:15—6:6 
 

A: The first reading is from Hosea. 
 

I will return again to my place 
  until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 
  In their distress they will beg my favor: 
 “Come, let us return to the Lord, 
  for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 
  he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 
 After two days he will revive us; 
  on the third day he will raise us up, 
  that we may live before him. 
 Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 
  his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 
 he will come to us like the showers, 
  like the spring rains that water the earth.” 
 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
  What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
 Your love is like a morning cloud, 
  like the dew that goes away early. 
 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 
  I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 
  and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 50:7-15  (Read responsively) 
 

7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear wit- | ness against you; 
  for I am | God, your God. 
 8 I do not accuse you because | of your sacrifices; 
  your burnt offerings are al- | ways before me. 
 9 I will not accept a calf | from your stalls, 
  nor goats | from your pens; 
 10 for all the wild animals of the for- | est are mine, 
  the cattle on a | thousand hills.  
 11 I know every bird | of the mountains, 
  and the creatures of the | fields are mine. 
 12 If I were hungry, I | would not tell you, 
  for the whole world is mine and all | that is in it. 
 13 Do you think I eat the | flesh of bulls, 
  or drink the | blood of goats? 
 14 Offer to God a sacrifice | of thanksgiving 
  and make good your vows to | the Most High. 
 15 Call upon me in the | day of trouble; 
  I will deliver you, and you shall | honor me.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25 
 

A: The second reading is from Romans. 
 

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, 
neither is there transgression. 
  For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share 
the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of 
many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 
become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants 
be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as 
dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore “it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for 
his sake alone but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly may rise. 

 



Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Choir: The Spirit of the Lord | is upon me,* and has anointed me to bring good news | to the poor. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection 
station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
  And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were 
sitting with Jesus and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard this, he 
said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn 
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but 
sinners.” 
  While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before 
him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will 
live.” And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who 
had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched 
the fringe of his cloak, for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be 
made well.” Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made 
you well.” And the woman was made well from that moment. When Jesus came to the 
leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, he said, “Go 
away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But when the crowd 
had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the 
report of this spread through all of that district. 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 



Sermon                                                                                                                                   Pastor Rachel Manke 

         
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
Hymn of the Day~ “We Come to You for Healing, Lord” 

 
 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 

P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
A: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A: God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following Christ, 
that we might extend the mercy we receive. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of creation, all you have made is yours. Revive lands in need of healing and make us 
wise stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end to conflict, 
bigotry, and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort people as 
they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need. We pray especially for: Marian, Scott, 
Walter, Roger, Bob, Abigail, Diane, Carolyn, Rosemary, Angelo, Tony, Andy, Greg, Sivan, 
Joan, Kevin, Rob, Matt, Bongchun, Jimmy, Lance, Stacey, Eleanor, Marie, Greg, Nan, 
Joshua, and Robert. God of grace,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body of Christ. 
Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and grant us a spirit 
of hospitality and togetherness. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 



A: God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness, like 
Seattle, chief of the Duwamish Confederacy, whom the church remembers today. May 
remembering their faithfulness strengthen our own. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. The Pastor concludes: 
 

Pastor: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, 
O God, through Jesus our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
Peace 

P: The peace of the risen Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Meal 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

We are grateful for your support of St. John. Here are the ways to share tithes and 
offerings: You may make use of the offering plate located on the table at the back of 
the sanctuary, or scan this QR code to use Square. Simply Giving - You can arrange 
for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted from a bank account. 
Please contact Laura Smeltzer, bookkeeper, at stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com. 

 
For communion: We practice a "standing station" distribution of communion.  An usher will indicate to 
you when it is time to come up.  They will have empty cups for you to take if you are to have wine, and 
proceed down the center aisle.  First, receive the wafer from pastor, putting your hands out.  Then, if you are 
receiving wine, hold up your empty cup to the pouring chalice to receive the wine.  Grape juice is in the tray 
beside the cup in pre-filled cups.  Younger children or anyone not receiving are welcome to come up for a 
blessing from the pastor.  You will return to your pew from the side aisle.  Christ is the host of this meal, his 
real presence in bread and wine, and all are welcome at the table. 
 
The assembly may rise. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 



The Great Thanksgiving   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, Holy 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
P: Holy God, 

you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 

  The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 

C: We praise you, O God. 



P: Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 

C: We bless you, O God. 
  
P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 

C: We thank you, O God. 
 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 Remembering his love for us 

on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

  
P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 

  Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. 

C: Amen. 
 



Lord's Prayer  
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
An usher will indicate to you when it is time to come forward for communion. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Communion Canticle ~ Agnus Dei 

 
 
The assembly may be seated. The meal is shared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Hymn~ “There is a Balm in Gilead” 

  
                   



Post Communion Blessing 

P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  

C: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

P: Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Hymn~ “How Firm a Foundation” 

 



Dismissal 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude~ “Festival Postlude on Foundation”               Franklin D. Ashdown 

           
                                             
Serving Today in Worship 
Pastor     Pastor Rachel Manke 
Director of Music   Lawrence Baker 
Usher     Ryan and Peter Antochy 
Lector     MaryEllen Scheffey 
Communion Assistant   Audrey Pyle 
Acolyte        
Video Technicians   Phil Wood, Adam Kiefski, Xavier Mitchell, & Megan Kiefski 
Counters    Ron and Lisa Nordmeyer 
 
 
Our full prayer list is printed on a separate piece of paper that is available near the 
bulletins. Names will remain on our list for a month and then be removed.  If you want to make sure 
someone remains, contact the church office. 
 
 
 
This Week at St. John… 
 
Sunday, June 7                                                        
9:30 Worship 
10:30  Coffee Hour 
 
Wednesday, June 10 
7:00 Council Meeting 
 

Friday, June 12 
6:30 Boy Scouts Troop 98 [FH, MPR, YC] 
 
Sunday, June 14  
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Coffee Hour for Ray 

  
 
Scan this QR code to see the church calendar on our website. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Happening at St John 
 
June Coffee Hour - Join us for coffee hour this morning after worship! 
 
Celebrating Ray - We celebrate the energy and fun that our friend, Ray, has brought us these past 
five years.  We will have a celebratory coffee hour following worship on June 14th, his last 
Sunday in his role.  And he forever remains a part of the extended St John family because gosh 
darnit, we like him! 
 
Ladies Who Lunch - Join the ladies at Keystone Grill & Family Bistro in Trooper.  The group will 
meet on Tuesday, June 16th at noon.  RSVP to Betty Jeanguenin at yellowbelly1@verizon.net  or 
484-624-9800. 
 
Food Truck Summer Nights 2026 - Wrap n' Roll truck returns for THREE NIGHTS ONLY (June 
24, July 22, and Aug 19th)!  These are Wednesdays and we are set up from 5-7 PM.  Why 
cook?  Also keep an eye out for sign-up sheets because Pastor needs help with set-up and clean-up. 
 
VBS Registration is Open! - St John will host a two-night Vacation Bible School to explore “Who 
is My Neighbor?” on July 27th and 29th (6-8 pm). Children are invited to explore what it means to 
be neighbors in Christ through games, crafts and intentional activities to learn how our faith calls us 
out into the world to love and serve our neighbors.  Contact Carin Antochy for the registration link 
(carin.antochy@gmail.com). 
 
Altar Flowers - Remember that YOU can sponsor our weekly flowers for Sunday worship.  They 
are not actually in the budget, so your sponsorship is helpful.  Celebrate an occasion, remember a 
saint of yours, etc.  $30 is the cost.  The sign-up sheet is at the base of the stairs in the Great Room. 

 
News and Info  

 
St John Goes to the IronPigs - The game will be on Sunday, June 28th, the IronPigs vs. the 
Syracuse Mets.  The deadline to sign up for tickets has passed.  If you are interested in carpooling, 
please use the bulletin board in the Great Room.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bulletin Announcements & Weekly Email - To request the inclusion of an announcement in the 
bulletin, please contact the church office by Monday of that week.  To request inclusion in the 
weekly email, contact Katie Myers by Monday of that week. 
 
 

Scan this QR code to receive our weekly email newsletter!     
 


