
 

 
 
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 30, 2026 

9:30 a.m. 
 



Welcome to St. John 
 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 
www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website: www.stjohnsns.com 
610-277-1086 

 
Staff: 

Pastor Rachel Manke      pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com 
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 
Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  
Laura Smeltzer, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 
Laura Soda, Church Office Assistant    stjohn1802@gmail.com 
 
 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 
Celebrating 257 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2026. 

 
 
 
 
 

Parents with young children: Please know that your children are welcome and cherished in 
worship!  Wiggles and all!  If you find a need to step out with them during worship, we have 
arranged a special Prayer Ground in the Great Room down the sanctuary stairs. The service is 
streamed onto a screen above that area so you can continue to worship.  
 
 
This service is live-streamed on the church’s YouTube page. 
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Order for Worship 
 
Welcome  
 
Prelude~ “The Summons”                Anne Krentz Organ         

 
Confession 
 

The assembly may rise. 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Hymn~ “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

 
 
Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 



Kyrie  

 

 
 
Hymn of Praise~ “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray.  
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 
world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to 
follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen.  



The assembly may be seated. 
 
Children’s Message   
                                                                                                                
Word 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21  
 

A: The first reading is from Jeremiah. 
 

    O Lord, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart, 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O Lord, God of hosts. 
 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. 
    I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 26  (Cantor, then ALL) 
 

 
 

  
Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 
 

A: The second reading is from Romans. 
 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 
  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate 
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals 
on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly may rise. 

 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show 
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance 
to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
  “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Sermon                                                                                                                                   Pastor Rachel Manke 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. At the conclusion of the hymn introduction, the assembly rises. 
 
 



Hymn of the Day~ “Will You Come and Follow Me” 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 

of God’s creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A: For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love of Christ. 
When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you in faith. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may thrive. 
Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other disasters, 
especially Nepal and Tibet. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another. Bless 
the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring peace to a 
world scarred by violence. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access to 
food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, 
and spirit. We pray especially for: Bob L., Susan, Margie, Marian, Scott, Roger, Bob M., 
Abigail, Diane, Carolyn, Rosemary, Angelo, Tony, Andy, Greg, Sivan, Joan, Kevin, Rob, 
Matt, Bongchun, Jimmy, Stacey, Eleanor, Marie, Greg, Nan, Joshua, and Robert. Merciful 
God, 

C: receive our prayer. 



A: For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith and united 
in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings toward honesty and 
humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the church. 
Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. The Pastor concludes: 
 

Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Peace 

P: The peace of the risen Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Meal 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Anthem~ “I Have Chosen the Way of Truth”   Maja Lisa Fritzhuspen, Mezzo-Soprano 

 
I have chosen the way of truth; I have set my heart on Your laws. 

I hold fast to Your statutes, O Lord, my God; let me not be put to shame. 
 

I run in the path of Your commands, for You have set my heart free. 
Teach me to follow Your decrees, O Lord, and I shall keep them to the end. 

 
Turn my heart to Your decrees, away from worthless gain. 

Preserve my life according to Your Word. 
 

I have chosen the way of truth; I have set my heart on Your laws. 
Lead me in the path of Your commands, for there will I find delight. 

 
Text: Psalm 119:30-37 
Music: Craig Courtney   

 
 



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
We are grateful for your support of St. John. Here are the ways to share tithes and 
offerings: You may make use of the offering plate located on the table at the back of 
the sanctuary, or scan this QR code to use Square. Simply Giving - You can arrange 
for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted from a bank account. 
Please contact Laura Smeltzer, bookkeeper, at stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com. 

 
For communion: We practice a "standing station" distribution of communion.  An usher will indicate to 
you when it is time to come up.  They will have empty cups for you to take if you are to have wine, and 
proceed down the center aisle.  First, receive the wafer from pastor, putting your hands out.  Then, if you are 
receiving wine, hold up your empty cup to the pouring chalice to receive the wine.  Grape juice is in the tray 
beside the cup in pre-filled cups.  Younger children or anyone not receiving are welcome to come up for a 
blessing from the pastor.  You will return to your pew from the side aisle.  Christ is the host of this meal, his 
real presence in bread and wine, and all are welcome at the table. 
 
The assembly may rise. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 



Holy, Holy 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
P: Holy God, 

you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 

  The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 

C: We praise you, O God. 
 
P: Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 

C: We bless you, O God. 
  
P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 

C: We thank you, O God. 
 



P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 Remembering his love for us 

on the way, at the table, and to the end,  
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 

  Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. 

C: Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer  
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to boldly pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
An usher will indicate to you when it is time to come forward for communion. 
 



Communion Canticle ~ Agnus Dei 

 
 
The assembly may be seated. The meal is shared. 
 
Communion Anthem~ “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee”  

                         Maja Lisa Fritzhuspen, Mezzo-Soprano 
 

Jesus, the very thought of Thee with sweetness fills my breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see, and in Thy presence rest. 

 
Nor voice can sing; nor heart can frame, nor can the mem’ry find  

a sweeter sound than Thy blessed name, O Savior of mankind. 
 

O Hope of every contrite heart, O Joy of all the meek, 
to those who fall how kind Thou art, how good to those who seek! 

But what to those who find? Ah, this—nor tongue nor pen can show; 
the love of Jesus, what it is none but his loved ones know. 

 
Jesu, our only joy be Thou, as Thou our prize wilt be; 
Jesu, be Thou, our glory now, and through eternity. 

 
Text: Bernard of Clairvaux, tr. by E. Caswall 
Music: Eric H. Thiman 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Post Communion Blessing 

P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  

C: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

P: Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn~ “Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen” 

 



 
 
Dismissal 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude~ “Rise, O Church”                   Ronald A. Nelson

                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Serving Today in Worship 
Pastor     Pastor Rachel Manke 
Director of Music   Lawrence Baker 
Usher     Bob Elcik 
Lector      
Communion Assistant    
Acolyte       
Video Technicians   Phil Wood, Adam Kiefski, Xavier Mitchell, & Megan Kiefski 
Counters    Andrea Greyson and Lisa Scalise 
 
 
Flowers are given today by Linda Maurer and John Bonck in celebration of their 1st wedding 
anniversary. 
 
Our full prayer list is printed on a separate piece of paper that is available near the 
bulletins. Names will remain on our list for a month and then be removed.  If you want to make sure 
someone remains, contact the church office. 
 
 
This Week at St John… 
 
Sunday, Aug 30                                                         
9:30 Worship 
5:00 Table Top Game Night 
 
Tuesday, Sept 1 
6:00 Scouts Open House & Welcome Back 

 
Friday, Sept 4 
6:30 Boy Scouts Troop 98 [FH, MPR, YC] 
 
Sunday, Sept 6   
9:30 Worship 

 
 

 
Scan this QR code to see the church calendar on our website. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Happening at St John 
 

Table Top Game Night Tonight - Build characters, roll dice, and have fun tonight from 5-8pm!  
All are welcome!  Group will meet every other Sunday night.  If you have any questions, contact 
Adam Kiefski at adamthedndguy@gmail.com.   
 
Sept. 13th Rally Day - Classes resume for Sunday School (and Confirmation) on Sept 13th 
between services.  The class schedule for the year is posted and has been sent around to returning 
families.  Parents are asked to attend the first 10 minutes of this first Confirmation class for the 
year. 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks - Pastor Rachel will be blessing children’s backpacks during worship on 
Sunday, Sept. 13th. 
 
Save the Date: Sip and Paint Night Sept 23 - More information will be coming about an evening 
of fellowship and creativity led by our own Ann Brennan. 
 
Pastor's Thursday Bible Study - resumes September 24th at 12:15 pm.  Bring your lunch and 
join us as we jump into the Gospel of John! 
 
Altar Flowers - Remember that YOU can sponsor our weekly flowers for Sunday worship.  They 
are not actually in the budget, so your sponsorship is helpful.  Celebrate an occasion, remember a 
saint of yours, etc.  $30 is the cost.  The sign-up sheet is at the base of the stairs in the Great Room. 

 
News and Info 

 
Small Missions Possible - Pastor will be posting some "tiny" and "small" missions soon!  Some are 
simple one-time tasks.  Some are more involved in the community life of St John.  Keep watch for 
opportunities, and why not ponder what small missions around the church you might be able to 
identify all on your own! 
 
Donation Station Current Collection - We are doing a short collection for Victim Services Center 
in Norristown.  You can learn about them on their website: www.victimservicescenter.org.  They 
are collecting non-perishable snacks (individual, wrapped) such as chips and candy; books (body 
and life affirming kids books); craft kits; art supplies; fidget toys; and toys.  For specifics, see their 
Amazon wish list link found in the weekly newsletter.  There is also a QR code on the flyer at the 
Donation Station. 
 
 
 
 
Bulletin Announcements & Weekly Email - To request the inclusion of an announcement in the 
bulletin, please contact the church office by Monday of that week.  To request inclusion in the 
weekly email, contact Katie Myers by Monday of that week.  
 
Scan this QR code to receive our weekly email newsletter. 
 


