
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2026 

9:30 a.m. 



Welcome to St. John 
 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 
www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website: www.stjohnsns.com 
610-277-1086 

 
Staff: 

Pastor Rachel Manke      pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com 
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 
Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  
Laura Smeltzer, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 
Laura Soda, Church Office Assistant    stjohn1802@gmail.com 
 
 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 
Celebrating 257 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2026. 

 
 
 
 
 

Parents with young children: Please know that your children are welcome and cherished in 
worship!  Wiggles and all!  If you find a need to step out with them during worship, we have 
arranged a special Prayer Ground in the Great Room down the sanctuary stairs. The service is 
streamed onto a screen above that area so you can continue to worship.  
 
 
This service is live-streamed on the church’s YouTube page. 
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Annual License #SAS003832. 

One License authorized user, number A-725585 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©2026, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



Order for Worship 
 
Welcome  
 
Prelude~ “Fanfare and Trumpet Tune on Westminster Abbey”           David Lasky                                          

 
Confession 
 

The assembly may rise. 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Hymn~ “Making Their Way” 

 
 
Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 



Kyrie  

 

 
 
Hymn of Praise~ “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray.  
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 
our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to 
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen.  



The assembly may be seated. 
 
Children’s Message   
                                                                                                                
Word 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 
 

A: The first reading is from Isaiah. 
 

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
  you who seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah, who bore you, 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 
  my salvation has gone out, 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
  and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



Psalm 138  (Read responsively) 
 
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast | love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. 
 3 When I called, you | answered me; 
  you increased my | strength within me. 
 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lord, 
  when they have heard the words | of your mouth.  
 5 They will sing of the ways | of the Lord, 
  that great is the glory | of the Lord. 
 6 The Lord is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save me. 
 8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
  O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your hands.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 
 

A: The second reading is from Romans. 
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. Do not be 
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern 
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the 
same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one 
of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, 
in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly may rise. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others 
Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered 
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Sermon                                                                                                                                   Pastor Rachel Manke 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. At the conclusion of the hymn introduction, the assembly rises. 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day~ “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 

of God’s creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A: God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and 
encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word 
of life to all the world. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—all 
reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Heal lands affected by flood and fire 
and bring the people of those lands peace. Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have 
made. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing war, 
conflict, disease, famine, and disaster, especially the Middle East and Ukraine. Guide the 
work of relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who 
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they know 
they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day. We pray especially for: Bob L., 
Susan, Margie, Marian, Scott, Roger, Bob M., Abigail, Diane, Carolyn, Rosemary, Angelo, 
Tony, Andy, Greg, Sivan, Joan, Kevin, Rob, Matt, Bongchun, Jimmy, Stacey, Eleanor, 
Marie, Greg, Nan, Joshua, and Robert. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 



A: You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and talents 
of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as the 
body of Christ. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope of 
this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. The Pastor concludes: 
 

Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Peace 

P: The peace of the risen Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Meal 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Anthem~ “Make Us One”       Laurice Kennel, Soprano 

 
How shall we stand amid uncertainty? Where is our comfort in trevail? 

How shall we walk amid infirmity, when feeble limbs are worn and frail? 
And as we pass through mortal sorrow, how shall our hearts abide the day? 

Where is the strength the soul may borrow? Teach us the way, teach us the way. 
 

Make us one that our burdens may be light, make us one we we seek eternal life, 
Unite our hands to serve thy children well, unite us in obedience to thy will, 

Make us one, teach us, Lord. to be of one faith, of one heart, one in thee. 
 

Then shall our souls be filled with charity, then shall all hate and anger cease, 
And though we strive amid adversity, yet shall we find thy perfect peace. 

So shall we stand despite our weakness, so shall our strength be strength enough, 
We bring our hearts to thee in meekness, Lord, wilt thou bind them in thy love? 

 
Take from me this heart of stone, and make it flesh even as thine own. 

Take from me unfeeling pride, teach me compassion, cast my fear aside. 
Give us one heart, give us one mind, Lord, make us thine, of make us thine! 

 
Text and Music: Sally DeFord 

 
 



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
We are grateful for your support of St. John. Here are the ways to share tithes and 
offerings: You may make use of the offering plate located on the table at the back of 
the sanctuary, or scan this QR code to use Square. Simply Giving - You can arrange 
for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted from a bank account. 
Please contact Laura Smeltzer, bookkeeper, at stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com. 

 
For communion: We practice a "standing station" distribution of communion.  An usher will indicate to 
you when it is time to come up.  They will have empty cups for you to take if you are to have wine, and 
proceed down the center aisle.  First, receive the wafer from pastor, putting your hands out.  Then, if you are 
receiving wine, hold up your empty cup to the pouring chalice to receive the wine.  Grape juice is in the tray 
beside the cup in pre-filled cups.  Younger children or anyone not receiving are welcome to come up for a 
blessing from the pastor.  You will return to your pew from the side aisle.  Christ is the host of this meal, his 
real presence in bread and wine, and all are welcome at the table. 
 
 
The assembly may rise. 
 
 
Offertory Prayer 
P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



Holy, Holy 

 
 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
P: Holy God, 

you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 

  The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 

C: We praise you, O God. 
 
P: Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 

C: We bless you, O God. 
  
P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 

C: We thank you, O God. 
 



P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 Remembering his love for us 

on the way, at the table, and to the end,  
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 

  Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. 

C: Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer  
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to boldly pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
An usher will indicate to you when it is time to come forward for communion. 
 



Communion Canticle ~ Agnus Dei 

 
 
 
The assembly may be seated. The meal is shared. 
 
 
Communion Anthem~ “Let Us Break Bread Together”   Laurice Kennel, Soprano 

 
Let us break bread together on our knees, 
let us break bread together on our knees. 

 
When I fall on my knees, 

with my face to the risin’ sun, 
oh Lord, have mercy on me. 

 
Let us drink wine together on our knees, 
let us drink wine together on our knees.   

 
Let us praise God together on our knees, 
let us praise God together on our knees.   

 
Text: Traditional Spiritual 
Music: arr. Moses Hogan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Communion Blessing 

P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  

C: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

P: Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn~ “Built on a Rock” 

 



 
 
 
Dismissal 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude~ “Built on the Rock”                                       Mark Sedio

                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 



Serving Today in Worship 
Pastor     Pastor Rachel Manke 
Director of Music   Lawrence Baker 
Ushers     Bob Elcik 
Lector     Audrey Pyle 
Communion Assistant    
Acolyte       
Video Technicians   Phil Wood, Adam Kiefski, Xavier Mitchell, & Megan Kiefski 
Counters    Linda Maurer and Charlie Sowers 
 
 
Our full prayer list is printed on a separate piece of paper that is available near the 
bulletins. Names will remain on our list for a month and then be removed.  If you want to make sure 
someone remains, contact the church office. 
 
 
This Week at St John… 
 
Sunday, Aug 23                                                         
9:30 Worship 
 
Tuesday, Aug 25 
7:00 Boy Scouts Troop 98 Eagle Board 
 

Friday, Aug 21 
6:30 Boy Scouts Troop 98 [FH, MPR, YC] 
 
Sunday, Aug 30   
9:30 Worship 
5:00 Table Top Game Night

 
 
 

 
Scan this QR code to see the church calendar on our website. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Happening at St John 
 

Table Top Game Night - Build characters, roll dice, and have fun next Sunday, August 30th, 
from 5-8pm!  All are welcome!  Group will meet every other Sunday night.  If you have any 
questions, contact Adam Kiefski at adamthedndguy@gmail.com.   
 
August & Fall Dates - Information and schedules about all educational programs at St John will be 
rolling out a few weeks into August.  Keep an eye out!  First day of Sunday School is tentatively 
set for September 13th.   
 
First Communion - Communication has gone out to the families who expressed interest.  First 
Communion class will be held on October 24th at 2:30 pm and those students will receive 
their first communion in worship on Reformation Sunday (October 25th).  If anyone has not 
been in touch with Pastor to join the class, just reach out. 
 
Altar Flowers - Remember that YOU can sponsor our weekly flowers for Sunday worship.  They 
are not actually in the budget, so your sponsorship is helpful.  Celebrate an occasion, remember a 
saint of yours, etc.  $30 is the cost.  The sign-up sheet is at the base of the stairs in the Great Room. 

 
News and Info 

 
Small Missions Possible - Pastor will be posting some "tiny" and "small" missions soon!  Some are 
simple one-time tasks.  Some are more involved in the community life of St John.  Keep watch for 
opportunities, and why not ponder what small missions around the church you might be able to 
identify all on your own! 
 
Donation Station Current Collection - Today is the last day to collect for the Community 
Interfaith food pantry in Norristown.  Beginning this week we will do a short collection for Victim 
Services Center in Norristown.  You can learn about them on their website: 
www.victimservicescenter.org.  They are collecting non-perishable snacks (individual, wrapped) 
such as chips and candy; books (body and life affirming kids books); craft kits; art supplies; fidget 
toys; and toys.  For specifics, see their Amazon wish list link found in the weekly newsletter.  There 
is also a QR code on the flyer at the Donation Station. 
 
 
 
  
Bulletin Announcements & Weekly Email - To request the inclusion of an announcement in the 
bulletin, please contact the church office by Monday of that week.  To request inclusion in the 
weekly email, contact Katie Myers by Monday of that week.  
 
Scan this QR code to receive our weekly email newsletter. 
 


