Christ the King
November 22, 2020

Welcome to St. John
We are very pleased that you have joined us for worship today. If you are visiting for the first time,
we have a welcome gift for you. We also appreciate any comments or suggestions that you may have.
Thank you for coming today!
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly, and we offer guidance for those visiting in the following
pages underneath the heading “Communion Distribution.”
Our bulletin is all you will need for worship this morning. We have inserted helpful information in
italics including when, if able, to stand and sit. Congregation responses are in bold.
Children are welcome at St. John. We have worship activity bags located at each sanctuary entrance.
All children are encouraged to come forward during Children’s Time. Our parents of children are
welcome to use the Family Room at any time during worship—it is located in the Nursery School
wing (upstairs). The room is open for families to use as needed for their children. We also have a
baby changing station in the restroom by the main office. Please ask an usher if you have any
questions.
Following our services, we will have beverages, cookies and conversation in our Great Room.
hope that you will join us and introduce yourself to others.

St. John Lutheran Church 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422
www.stjohnbluebell.org

www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell

Nursery School website: www.stjohnsns.com
610-277-1086
Staff:
Pastor Stephen Godsall-Myers, Bridge Pastor
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director
Katie Myers, Webmaster
Barry Stock, Facilities Coordinator
Marcie Godby, Bookkeeper
Vincent Bruno, Youth & Family Director
Sue Klosterman, Church Office Assistant

wittsgm@gmail.com
lawrencebaker22@gmail.com
annlb609@gmail.com
carrie@stjohnsns.com
stjohnbluebell@gmail.com
stock825@comcast.net
stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com
stjohn1802youth@gmail.com
stjohn1802@gmail.com

Our Council Members are listed on our website.

Celebrating 250 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2019.

We

Order for Worship
Ringing of the Bell
Prelude~ “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

Jonathan Oehler, Baritone

Confession and Forgiveness
[As part of our confession, I will speak words of confession and will invite your response: “Forgive
us, renew us and lead us.”]
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves –
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.
Amen.

Greeting
P:
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all.
C:
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P:
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the
riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.
Children’s Message

Word
Psalm 95:1-7a
Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
For the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
A:

C:

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under
his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46
P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

P:

Jesus said to the disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 4=for
I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take
care of you?’

Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”

C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Silence for reflection follows the homily.

Apostles’ Creed
A:
Together, let us confess our faith:
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession [“Each petition ends with the phrase, “Hear us, O God…”, please
respond with “Your mercy is great”.]
A:

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s mercy
and justice on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

A:

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all
social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have
been served. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A:

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for
the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A:

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages, we pray especially for peace between
Azerbaijan and Armenia, Eritrea and Ethiopia. May leaders and nations take hold of
opportunities to ending divisions among us as we look forward to your reign of unity and
reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A:

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and
prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped
away. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A:

Bring comfort and relief to all who suffer in mind or body or soul. We pray that all who
have been affected by the disease and dis-ease of COVID 19. We pray for those on our St.
John Prayer List: Cheryl, Susan, John, Martin, Jenny, Scott, Adina, Kathy, John, Eric, Tom,
Jack, Jon, Sue, Lauren, Bill, Dave, Gladys, Dylan, Randy, Dorothy, Judy, Jim, Gerry,
Hadley, Robert, Abby, Laura, and Donna. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A:

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the
sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A:

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather
all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

C:

Peace
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Anthem~ “In All These You Welcomed Me”

Jonathan Oehler, Baritone

Dedication of 2021 Generosity (Commitment) Cards
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
During our time away, we will not be passing the offering plates. We are grateful for all who are
able to continue their support of St. John. There are three ways to share tithes and offerings:
1. Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted
from a bank account. Please contact Marcie Godby, our bookkeeper, to arrange for this
(stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com).
2. You may go to St. John's website, https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/, and under "Quick Links" hit
the "Online Giving and Donations" button.
3. You may put your offering envelope (checks are preferred) in another stamped envelope and mail
it to St. John: 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 (Attn: Marcie).
Take a moment and reflect on the gifts we have received – even in these difficult days.

Offertory Prayer
P:

C:

God of all goodness,
generations have turned to you,
gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings.
Number us among them
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance,
and give thanks for your rich blessings,
we may with gratitude
care for all that you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.

Holy Communion
Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

Eating the meal, Hearing the Words
The body of Christ, given for you. Take and eat.
The blood of Christ, shed for you, take and drink.

Prayer after Communion
Lord Jesus,
in this simple meal you have set a banquet.
Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,
and give us glad and generous hearts
as we meet you on the way.
Amen.

Benediction
P:

C:

May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.

Dismissal
P:
Beloved of God,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.

Postlude~ “Worship and Crown Him”
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