
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

All Saints Sunday 

November 1, 2020 



Welcome to St. John  
We are very pleased that you have joined us for worship today. If you are visiting for the first time, 

we have a welcome gift for you. We also appreciate any comments or suggestions that you may have. 

Thank you for coming today! 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly, and we offer guidance for those visiting in the following 

pages underneath the heading “Communion Distribution.” 

 

Our bulletin is all you will need for worship this morning.  We have inserted helpful information in 

italics including when, if able, to stand and sit.  Congregation responses are in bold.   

 

Children are welcome at St. John.  We have worship activity bags located at each sanctuary entrance.  

All children are encouraged to come forward during Children’s Time. Our parents of children are 

welcome to use the Family Room at any time during worship—it is located in the Nursery School 

wing (upstairs).  The room is open for families to use as needed for their children.  We also have a 

baby changing station in the restroom by the main office. Please ask an usher if you have any 

questions. 
 

Following our services, we will have beverages, cookies and conversation in our Great Room.    We 

hope that you will join us and introduce yourself to others.   

 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 

www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website:  www.stjohnsns.com 

610-277-1086 
 

Staff: 

Pastor Stephen Godsall-Myers, Bridge Pastor  wittsgm@gmail.com 

Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 

Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 

Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 

Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  

Barry Stock, Facilities Coordinator    stock825@comcast.net 

Marcie Godby, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 

Vincent Bruno, Youth & Family Director   stjohn1802youth@gmail.com 

Sue Klosterman, Church Office Assistant   stjohn1802@gmail.com 

 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 

Celebrating 250 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2019. 
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Order for Worship 

Prelude ~ “Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the Lord”                                                        Quartet 

 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write this: 

Blessed, blessed are the dead who die, who die in the Lord,  

who die in the Lord henceforth. 

 

“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, 

for their deeds follow them. 

 

Blessed, blessed are the dead who die, in the Lord.” 

 

 

Text: Rev. 14:13 

Music: Carl Schalk 

 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved. 

C: Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy One, 

C: we confess that we are not awake for you. 

We are not faithful in using your gifts. 

We forget the least of our siblings. 

We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 

We are infected by sin 

that divides your beloved community. 

Open our hearts to your coming, 

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

P: Beloved, we are God’s children, 

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 

by Jesus you are welcome, 

in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 

Let us live in the promises prepared for us 

from the foundation of the world. 

C: Amen. 



Gathering Hymn ~ “This is the Feast” 

 

 
 

Greeting 

P: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 



Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body 

of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of 

faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who 

love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Children’s Message                                                                                                                  

 

Word 

 

First Reading: Revelations 7:9-17 

 
A: After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, 

saying, 

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

  Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where 

have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, 

“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

  and worship him day and night within his temple, 

  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

  the sun will not strike them, 

  nor any scorching heat; 

 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

 Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Psalm 34 

(Cantor, then ALL) 

 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, with praise ever in my mouth. 

Let my soul glory in the Lord, who will hear the cry of the poor. Refrain. 

 

Let the lowly hear and be glad: the Lord listens to their pleas; 

and to hearts broken God is near, who will hear the cry of the poor. Refrain. 

 

Ev’ry spirit crushed God will save; will be ransom for their lives; 

will be safe shelter for their fears, and will hear the cry of the poor. Refrain. 

 

We proclaim your greatness, O God, your praise ever in our mouth; 

ev’ry face brightened in your light, for you hear the cry of the poor. Refrain. 

 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

P: When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

  “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

  “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

  “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 



Sermon 

 

Prayer in Remembrance of Those Who Have Died 
P:  O God, our help in ages past and our hope for years to come: we give you thanks for all your 

faithful people who have followed the light of your word throughout the centuries into our 

time and place: Joyce Ann Plotts, Marie Raff, Mary Lee Heuer, Dawson Deck, Sandy 

McCarty, June Pini, Eddy Markiewicz, Roderick T. Bliss IV, Tom McGill and those we 

name in our hearts now… 

 

 A bell will ring for each name. 

 

 As we remember these people, strengthen us to follow Christ through this world, until we are 

carried into the harvest of eternal life, where suffering and death will be no more.  Hear our 

prayer in the name of the good and gracious shepherd, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

Following a time of silence for reflection, the assembly may rise. 

 

Hymn of the Day ~ “Jerusalem My Happy Home” 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

A:  Together, let us confess our faith: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

A: Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on 

the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

     A brief silence. 

 

A: Lord of all the saints, we praise you for the generations who made sacrifices to ensure that 

your Gospel would be proclaimed in all the world. Inspire us by their courage to carry our 

faith to new people and places around us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation to generation. 

Bless the work of all who focus our attention on the wonders of the world you have made. 

Bless the work of all who call us to our task to protect and preserve. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: Lord of every nation, guide this country, all our states, all voters as we share in another 

national election. Be with all those who are tasked with conducting elections, handling 

ballots, counting ballots. Before and after this election, continue to kindle hearts eager to 

understand our common needs and seek our common good. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

 



A: Lord of healing and comfort, be with all those who provide health care, often in difficult 

situations. We pray for those on our Prayer List - Cheryl, Susan, John, Martin, Jenny, Scott, 

Lisa, Adina, Kathy, John, Eric, Tom, Jack, Jon, Rob, Sue, Lauren, Bill, Dave, Gladys, 

Dylan, Randy, Dorothy, Judy, Jim, Gerry, Hadley, Robert, Abby, Laura, and Donna.  

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: Lord of this congregation, be with us in these days as we await the arrival of our new pastor. 

Guide us in our welcoming, guide Pastor Rachel in her leave-taking. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A:  Lord of every time, we give thanks for the saints who have gone before us – we have 

prayed especially this day for our members who have departed from us this year, Joyce, 

Marie, Mary Lee and Dawson. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather 

all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

 

Anthem~ “The Beatitudes”                                                                                                  Quartet 

Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heav’n. 

 

For this is the love of God that we keep his commandments. 

 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  

 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

 

Blessed are the peace makers: for they shall be called the children of God.  

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake. 

 

 



Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you.  

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice and be glad,  

Rejoice be exceedingly glad: for great is your reward in heaven, Amen. 

 

 

Text: Matthew 5:1-12 

Music: Jerry Weseley Harris 

 

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During our time away, we will not be passing the offering plates. We are grateful for all who are 

able to continue their support of St. John. There are three ways to share tithes and offerings: 

1. Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted 

from a bank account. Please contact Marcie Godby, our bookkeeper, to arrange for this 

(stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com). 

2. You may go to St. John's website, https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/, and under "Quick Links" hit 

the "Online Giving and Donations" button. 

3. You may put your offering envelope (checks are preferred) in another stamped envelope and mail 

it to St. John: 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 (Attn: Marcie). 

  

Take a moment and reflect on the gifts we have received – even in these difficult days. 

 

 

Voluntary~ “Sing with All the Saints”                                                                        Keith Kolander 
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Offertory Hymn~ “Sing with All the Saints in Glory” 

 
 

 

Offertory Prayer 

P: God of all goodness, 

generations have turned to you, 

gathered around your table, 

and shared your abundant blessings. 

Number us among them 

that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, 

and give thanks for your rich blessings, 

we may with gratitude 

  care for all that you have made, 

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
Benediction 

P: May the God of all creation, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved, 

who strengthens us for service, 

give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn~ “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  

 
 

 

 

Dismissal 
P: Beloved of God, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude~ “Finale on St. Anne”                                                                                   Jan Bender 

 

 

 



Additional music links: 
 

“Pie Jesu” - Hauser 
https://youtu.be/vkqb7dLg4uM 
 

“For All the Saints” 
https://youtu.be/Rgwq7f2FpNk 
 

“Shall We Gather” 
https://youtu.be/lJ-aJH-7BQo 

 

 

 

Assisting with Worship 

 

Bridge Pastor    Pastor Stephen Godsall-Myers  

Director of Music   Lawrence Baker 

Lector     Joy McCabe 
Prayers of Intercession  Samantha Posen  

Apostles’ Creed   Connor Czincila 

Quartet    Deborah Swider, Maja Lisa Fritzhuspen, 

     Robert Laird, and Jonathan Oehler 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/vkqb7dLg4uM
https://youtu.be/Rgwq7f2FpNk
https://youtu.be/lJ-aJH-7BQo


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


