
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

November 14, 2021 

8:15 a.m. -spoken 

10:30 a.m. – with music 



Welcome to St. John  
 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 

www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website:  www.stjohnsns.com 

610-277-1086 
 

Staff: 

Pastor Rachel Manke      pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com 

Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 

Ray Hopkins, Director of Youth and Family   rayhopkins1802@gmail.com 

Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 

Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 

Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  

Barry Stock, Facilities Coordinator    stock825@comcast.net 

Marcie Godby, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 

Sue Klosterman, Church Office Assistant   stjohn1802@gmail.com 

 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 

Celebrating 252 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2021. 

 

 

 

Parents with young children:  Please know that your children are welcome and cherished in 

worship!  Wiggles and all!  If you find a need to step out with them during worship, we have 

arranged a special corner in the Great Room down the sanctuary stairs.  We are working to connect 

our livestream to the TV in that space for you as well.  As things improve with covid we will move 

back toward a staffed nursery room. 
 
 
 
 

This service is livestreamed on the church’s YouTube page. 
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Order for Worship 

Prelude ~ “Grazioso”                                                                                                  Arnold Sherman 

Handbell Choir 

 

 

The assembly may rise. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Have mercy on us, O God. 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbor. 

We have built walls instead of tables 

and have turned away the stranger. 

We have sought glory for ourselves 

and have treasured that which does not satisfy. 

Help us to love as you love, 

to welcome those you send, 

and to treasure mercy and justice. 

Turn us from our ways to your ways, 

and free us to serve those in need. Amen. 

P: God, who makes all things new, 

forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake 

and remembers them no more. 

Lift up your heads and your hearts. 

Yours is the kingdom of God. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 



(10:30) Hymn of Praise ~ “O God Beyond All Praising”   

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us faith to be steadfast 

amid the tumults of this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your will is done 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
The assembly may be seated. 



Children’s Message  

 

Word 

 

First Reading: Daniel 12: 1-3 
 
A: At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall 

be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But 

at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. Many 

of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 

shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the 

sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” 

 

 Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
(8:15 spoken/10:30 sung)  

Psalm 16 
(Choir, then ALL) 

 
 

O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; you yourself who secure my lot. 

I keep the Lord before me always; with him at my right hand, I shall not be moved.  Refrain. 

 

And so, my hear rejoices, my soul is glad; even my flesh shall rest in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to hell, nor let your holy one see corruption. Refrain 

 

You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence,  

at your right hand, bliss forever. Refrain 

 



Second Reading: Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25 

 
A: Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices 

that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 

sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” and since then has been waiting “until his 

enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a single offering, he has perfected 

for all time those who are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 

 “This is the covenant that I will make with them 

  after those days, says the Lord: 

 I will put my laws in their hearts, 

  and I will write them on their minds,” 

he also adds, 

 “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

 

  Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 

Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through 

his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true 

heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without 

wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one 

another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The assembly may rise. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Sung Once by All. 

 
 

Choir:  Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to stand before the Son of Man. 

(Repeat Alleluia) 

 



Gospel: Mark 13: 1-8 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
P:     As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what 

large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great 

buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

 

  When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and 

Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all 

these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that 

no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead 

many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take 

place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the 

beginning of the birth pangs.” 

 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly may be seated. 

 

 

Sermon                                                                                                                                   Pastor Rachel Manke 

 

Following a time of silence for reflection, the assembly may rise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(10:30) Hymn of the Day ~ “Canticle of the Turning”  

 



(10:30) Welcome of New Members 

 

Apostles Creed 

P:  Together, let us confess our faith: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

A: Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the 

church, the world, and everyone in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

A: God our creator, you show us the path of life. Bless faithful people everywhere with 

humility as they extend compassion to those who have experienced harm in religious spaces. 

Cultivate healthy congregations that tell of and enact your reconciling love.  

God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: God our constant, you love our universe from beginning to end. As the seasons change, 

protect animals that migrate and hibernate. Bring them safely to a sheltered place and a more 

abundant season. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 



A: God our ruler, you write your law on human minds and hearts. Give wisdom to all elected 

leaders and officials to govern with insight and compassion. Make them mindful of the well-

being of all people so that your world will flourish. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: God our stronghold, you are present amid disaster. We pray for those affected by natural 

disasters. Come to the aid of all survivors of earthquakes, famines, floods, hurricanes, 

tornadoes and wildfires, and the first responders who support them. Calm their fear, supply 

their need, and be the solid ground beneath their feet. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: God our healer, bring comfort to all who long for healing in any way especially, Eunice, 

Diana, Gerry, Amy, Melissa, Tom, Kimberly, Jim, Joshua, Carolyn, Jean, Lois, Dick, 

George, Robert, Tim, Kate, Susan, Randy, Dorothy, Robert, and Donna.  

God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: God our guide, you are greater than we can imagine. Surround congregations with your 

expansive inclusion. Be present in the midst of disagreements, differences, and questions. 

Unite people of diverse viewpoints in the love of Christ. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We give you thanks for our graceful new members, whom you have drawn to yourself by 

the love of Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. 

Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, 

and in service to others.  God, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: God our beginning and our end, your beloved people shine like the brightness of the sky. 

We thank you for the lives of all who rest in your eternal mercy, from famous saints to the 

people we have loved. Assure us of your resurrection promise. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 
 

 
 



(10:30) Anthem~ “My Lord, What a Mornin’ ”                                                             Chancel Choir 

 

My Lord what a mornin’, Oh, my Lord what a mornin’,  

When de stars begin to fall. When de stars begin to fall.   

 

Done quit all my worl’ly ways, Done quit all my worl’ly ways,  

Done quit all my worl’ly ways Jine dat hebbenly ban’  

Oh! My Lord what a mornin’ My Lord what a mornin’   

When de stars begin to fall. 

 

Text: Revelation 8:10 

Arranged: H.T. Burleigh, 1866-1949 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we will not be passing the offering plates. We are grateful for all who are able to 

continue their support of St. John. There are three ways to share tithes and offerings: 

 

1. Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted 

from a bank account. Please contact Marcie Godby, our bookkeeper, to arrange for this 

(stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com). 

2. You may go to St. John's website, https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/, and under "Quick Links" hit 

the "Online Giving and Donations" button. 

3. You may put your offering envelope (checks are preferred) in another stamped envelope and mail 

it to St. John: 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 (Attn: Marcie). 

4. You may make use of the offering plate located on the table in the back of the sanctuary. 

  

 

 

For communion: Be sure to take a pre-packaged cup/wafer from the usher on your way into 

worship.  If you forgot please alert an usher who will help bring you one.  Pastor will indicate when 

in the service we will receive the elements together.  All are welcome to Christ's table. 
 

 

 
The assembly may rise. 
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Offertory Prayer 
P: Holy God, 

the earth is yours and everything in it, 

yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures. 

Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, 

and strengthen us to be your body for the world 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

The Meal 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

 



P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The meal is shared together with the pastor leading with the words, “The body of Christ, given for 

you.” then, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 

 
The assembly may be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Anthem~ “I am Thine, O Lord”                                                          Susan Geschke 

Handbell Choir 

 

 

 

Announcements 
The assembly may rise. 

 

Benediction 

P: God, the beginning and the end, 

who has written your name in the book of life, 

☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Dismissal 
P: Led on by the saints before us, 

go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude~ “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow”                                         Aaron David Miller                                  

 

 

 

 

Assisting with Worship 

Pastor     Pastor Rachel Manke 

Director of Music   Lawrence Baker 

Lector 8:15    Kim Even 

Lector 10:30    Barbara Speece and Carol Weidler 

Usher 8:15    Diane Stein 

Usher 10:30     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 

 

We are delighted to officially welcome into membership our friends who came to us from Grace 

Lutheran almost two years ago now! 

 

Spirit Walkers- Next meet-up will be Wednesday at 9:30 a.m., at Wentz Run Park. 

 

Refugee Holiday Card Project- You are invited to participate in the holiday card project of the 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, called Hope for the Holidays. See insert in this bulletin 

or talk to Linda Carpenter. 

 

Worship Assistance Help Needed - As we return to worship in the sanctuary, we need your help! 

We are looking for volunteers to act as ushers, readers, flower/bulletin sponsors and technology 

team volunteers. Get in touch with the Church Office if you can help in any way. 

 

Flower & Bulletin Dedications Return - With our return to the building we are putting out 

signups for altar flowers and bulletin sponsorships/dedications. You can sign up on a physical sheet 

at the church or soon we'll have an online link to use. Dedications need to be to the office by end of 

day on Wednesdays. 

 

Annual Business Meeting Save the Date - Our annual business meeting of the congregation will 

be held on December 5th in two parts following each service. You may attend either following the 

early or late service.  If a member is unable to attend in person for safety concerns, please contact 

Sue in the office to sign up for a Zoom connection following the late service. We have a short 

agenda primarily approving our 2022 operating budget. 

 

Crafts for December Tree- Evangelism has planned for us to decorate our outdoor tree again this 

year with special crafted ornaments and a decorating party December 12. Do you have an idea for 

an easy/durable ornament craft to include?  Get in touch with Joan Linton. Are you able to collect 

and organize the materials for your craft idea (30 pieces)? 

 

Coat Collection for MLK Day of Service - St. John will be hosting a coat collection as part of 

January's MLK Day of Service. Coats and winter gear will be given to economically insecure adults 

working in the Mural Arts Program. Coat collection will begin January 1. Also, Rita Stock has kits 

for no-sew blankets for one of the MLK projects. See her for details. 

 

Youth News… 

 

Upcoming Dates –Nov. 21, Dec. 5, and Dec. 19 (The Advent Party) 

 

 

Christmas Cookie Time is Near! An order form will be available starting today to begin placing 

orders for cookie dough. All funds raised will go to the National Gathering fundraising efforts to get 

our group to Minnesota in July 2022. 

 

Pancake Breakfast this Winter- Once it is safe to host in the Fellowship Hall, the breakfast will be 

a time for people to enjoy some fellowship together and raise money for this Summer's 

Trip.  STAY TUNED FOR A DATE WHEN SET! 

  



This Week at St. John 

 

Sunday, November 14 

8:15 Worship 

9:15  Sunday School for Children & Youth 

10:30 Worship  

 

Monday, November 15 

9:00 Nursery School  

9:30 Quilting Group [YC, MPR] 

 

Tuesday, November 16 

9:00 Nursery School 

10:30 Nursery School [GR] 

 

Wednesday, November 17 

9:00 Nursery School 

9:30 Spirit Walkers [Wentz Park] 

6:30 Visual Arts Class [FH] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, November 18 

9:00 Nursery School 

10:00 Visual Arts Class [FH] 

12:30 Yoga [FH] 

6:00 Red Fox Farm HOA Mtg. [TR] 

6:30 Visual Arts Class [FH] 

 

Friday, November 19 

9:00 Nursery School 

10:00 Visual Arts Class [FH] 

 

Sunday, November 21 

8:15 Worship 

9:15 Sunday School for Children & Youth 

10:30 Worship  

5:00 Youth Group [FH] 

 

 

Locations: 

 [FH] Fellowship Hall 

 [TR] Troster Room 

 [GR]  Great Room 

 [YC] Youth Classroom 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


