
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2020      



Welcome to St. John  
We are very pleased that you have joined us for worship today. If you are visiting for the first time, 

we have a welcome gift for you. We also appreciate any comments or suggestions that you may have. 

Thank you for coming today! 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly, and we offer guidance for those visiting in the following 

pages underneath the heading “Communion Distribution.” 

 

Our bulletin is all you will need for worship this morning.  We have inserted helpful information in 

italics including when, if able, to stand and sit.  Congregation responses are in bold.   

 

Children are welcome at St. John.  We have worship activity bags located at each sanctuary entrance.  

All children are encouraged to come forward during Children’s Time. Our parents of children are 

welcome to use the Family Room at any time during worship—it is located in the Nursery School 

wing (upstairs).  The room is open for families to use as needed for their children.  We also have a 

baby changing station in the restroom by the main office. Please ask an usher if you have any 

questions. 
 

Following our services, we will have beverages, cookies and conversation in our Great Room.    We 

hope that you will join us and introduce yourself to others.   

 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 

www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website:  www.stjohnsns.com 

610-277-1086 
 

Staff: 

Pastor Stephen Godsall-Myers, Bridge Pastor  wittsgm@gmail.com 

Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 

Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 

Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 

Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  

Barry Stock, Facilities Coordinator    stock825@comcast.net 

Marcie Godby, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 

Vincent Bruno, Youth & Family Director   stjohn1802youth@gmail.com 

Sue Klosterman, Church Office Assistant   stjohn1802@gmail.com 

 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 

Celebrating 250 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2019. 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnbluebell.org/
mailto:stjohnbluebell@gmail.com


Order for Worship 

 

Prelude ~ “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need”                                       Aaron David Miller 

Scott Collins, Clarinet 

 
As the prelude begins, please take this time for personal reflection and silence to prepare for worship. 

 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

The assembly may rise. 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

 we are raised with him to new life. 

 Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

 Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 We give you thanks, O God, 

 for in the beginning you created us in your image 

 and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

 In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

 and you gave us water from the rock. 

 When we did not know the way, 

 you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

 At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

 and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

 We praise you for your salvation through water, 

 for the water in this font, 

 and for all water everywhere. 

 Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 Satisfy the thirsty and give us the life only you can give. 

 To you be given honor and praise 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn ~ Savior Like A Shepherd Lead Us 

 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 

much we need your tender care. 

In your pleasant pastures feed us, 

for our use your fold prepare. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

you have bought us; we are yours. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

you have bought us; we are yours. 

 

 We are yours; in love befriend us, 

be the guardian of our way; 

keep your flock, from sin defend us, 

seek us when we go astray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

hear us children when we pray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

hear us children when we pray. 
 

 

 

Greeting 

P: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 who was raised from the dead to bring everlasting hope,  

 be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the 

 valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the 

 joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Children’s Time                                                                                                   Andrea & Ari Greyson 

 

Word 

 



Psalm 23~ My Shepherd, You Supply My Need 

 
 

Second Reading:  Acts 2: 42-47 

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 

Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in 

worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 

 

L: The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 

 bread and the prayers. 

 

   Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 

 apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their 

 possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as 

 they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 

 with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 

 day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 

 Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 



Gospel: John 10: 1-10  
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. 

Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

 

P: The holy gospel according to St. John. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

P: Jesus said: “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 

 climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the 

 shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 

 He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, 

 he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not 

 follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 

 strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 

 was saying to them. 

 

   So again, Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who 

 came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. 

 Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief 

 comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

 abundantly.” 

 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Homily 

 

Silence for reflection follows the homily.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day ~ “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”                                                             

 

The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am his 

and he is mine forever. 

 

Where streams of living water flow, 

my ransomed soul he leadeth 

and, where the verdant pastures grow, 

with food celestial feedeth. 

 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 

with thee, dear Lord, beside me, 

thy rod and staff my comfort still; 

thy cross before to guide me. 

 

And so, through all the length of days, 

thy goodness faileth never. 

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 

within thy house forever. 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

P:  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 



 

Prayers of Intercession 

 
A: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 

 times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

      A brief silence. 

 

A: Shepherding God, we thank you for special blessings that you have shed on your church as 

 congregations are finding ways to gather your people in worship and praise. May we 

 continue to be open to the ways we care for the sheep of your pasture in our outreach and 

 ministries. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

A: Creating God, we praise you for all who help in bringing the bounty of your creation to our 

 tables - for those who plant and tend the crops, those who pick and harvest crops, those who 

 raise livestock, those who drive the trucks and vans that deliver food, for those who sell the 

 food in markets and local grocery stores. In these days, we are ever so grateful. Bless all the 

 hands that feed the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

A: Guiding God, the nations of our world face significant challenges in these days. Strengthen, 

 encourage, and inspire our leaders in these difficult days, grant them gifts of wisdom and 

 patience, compassion and steadfastness as we all look to recover from the pandemic.  

 Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

A: Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who walk through dark valleys 

 overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with insecurity. We are grateful for all the 

 caregivers who have given us so many examples of neighborly love. We pray for all who are 

 sick ailing at this time, we pray especially for those on our Prayer List … Tom, Eddy, Jack, 

 Jon, Sharleen, Rob, Sue, Lauren, Bill, Dave, Gladys, Dylan, Randy, Dorothy, Judy, 

 Jim, Gerry, Hadley, Robert, Abby, Laura, and Donna.- Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

A: Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, food pantries, and 

 feeding ministries in our community and synod. May none of our neighbors lack for basic 

 needs. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

A: Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have call them by name. We give 

 thanks for the lives of all your saints who have found their place in your house forever. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

 



Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

Anthem~ “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                                              Kathleen Thren, Soprano 

 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 

much we need they tender care; 

in thy pleasant pastures feed us for our use they folds prepare. 

 

Blessed Jesus! Blessed Jesus! 

Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 

Blessed Jesus! Blessed Jesus! 

Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 

 

Early let us seek thy favor, early let us learn thy will; 

do thou, Lord, our only Savior,  

with they love our bosoms fill. 

 

Blessed Jesus! Blessed Jesus! 

Thou hast loved us; love us still. 

Blessed Jesus! Blessed Jesus! 

Thou hast loved us; love us still. 

 

Text: Dorothy Ann Thrupp, 1779-1847 

Music: William Bradley Roberts 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During our time away, we will not be passing the offering plates. We are grateful for all who are 

able to continue their support of St. John. There are three ways to share tithes and offerings: 

1. Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted 

from a bank account. Please contact Marcie Godby, our bookkeeper, to arrange for this 

(stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com). 

2. You may go to St. John's website, https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/, and under "Quick Links" hit 

the "Online Giving and Donations" button. 

3. You may put your offering envelope (checks are preferred) in another stamped envelope and mail 

it to St. John: 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 (Attn: Marcie). 

  

Take a moment and reflect on the gifts we have received – even in these difficult days. 

 

 

mailto:stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com
https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/


Voluntary~ “The Lord’s My Shepherd ”                                                                   Charles Callahan 

Scott Collins, Clarinet 

 

 

 

Offertory Hymn ~ Shepherd Me, O God 

(Sung twice by All) 

 
 

 

Offertory Prayer 

P: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

 blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 

 ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ,  

 our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 
P: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

 raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

 and turn your mourning into dancing. 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

 



Sending Hymn ~ I Know That My Redeemer Lives! 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

he lives, my ever-living head! 

 

 He lives triumphant from the grave; 

he lives eternally to save; 

he lives exalted, throned above; 

he lives to rule his church in love. 

 

He lives, all glory to his name! 

He lives, my Savior, still the same; 

what joy this blest assurance gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 

 

Dismissal 
P: Christ is risen, just as he said. 
 Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude ~ “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”                                                      Robert J. Powell 

 

Additional music links: 
"Sheep May Safely Graze" 
https://youtu.be/7ayyIyc0LL8 
 

"The Lord is my Shepherd" 
https://youtu.be/WOtsuzM6h7M 
 

"You are the Shepherd" 
https://youtu.be/o5ThwVGrt80 

 

 

Assisting with Worship 

 

Bridge Pastor    Pastor Stephen Godsall-Myers 

Director of Music   Lawrence Baker 

Lector     Joy McCabe 

Prayers of Intercession  Larry & Lynda Smith 

Apostles’ Creed   Jean Godsall-Myers 

Soloist     Kathleen Thren 

Clarinet    Scott Collins 

 

https://youtu.be/7ayyIyc0LL8
https://youtu.be/WOtsuzM6h7M
https://youtu.be/o5ThwVGrt80


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


