
 
 

Second Sunday in Lent 
March 1, 2026 

8:15 a.m.~ spoken 
10:30 a.m.~ sung liturgy 



Welcome to St. John  
 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 
www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website:  www.stjohnsns.com 
610-277-1086 

 
Staff: 

Pastor Rachel Manke      pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com 
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 
Ray Hopkins, Director of Youth and Family   rayhopkins1802@gmail.com 
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 
Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  
Laura Smeltzer, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 
Laura Soda, Church Office Assistant    stjohn1802@gmail.com 
 
 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 
Celebrating 257 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2026. 

 
 
 
 
 

Parents with young children:  Please know that your children are welcome and cherished in 
worship!  Wiggles and all!  If you find a need to step out with them during worship, we have 
arranged a special Prayer Ground in the Great Room down the sanctuary stairs. At 10:30, the 
service is streamed onto a screen above that area so you can continue to worship.  
 
 
This service is live-streamed on the church’s YouTube page. 
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Order for Worship 
As you enter the sanctuary, please take this time for personal reflection and silence to prepare for worship.  
 
Welcome & Announcements  
 
Prelude~ “Meditation on Rockingham Old”                  Robert A. Hobby

                          
The assembly may rise. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is present, who gives life, 
who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

C: Amen. 
 
P:  If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. 
 We confess that we have turned away from you, 
 knowingly and unknowingly. 
 We have wandered from your resurrection life. 
 We have strayed from your love for all people. 
 Turn us back to you, O God. 
 Give us new hearts and right spirits, 
 that we may find what is pleasing to you 
 and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 
 
P: Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 
 “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. 
 All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
 who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Hymn~ “As the Winter Days Grow Longer” 

 
 



Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
(8:15) Kyrie  (Spoken responsively) 

P:  Kyrie eleison. 
C:  Lord have mercy. 
P:  Christe eleison. 
C:  Christ have mercy. 
P:  Kyrie eleison. 
C:  Lord have mercy. 
 
(10:30) Kyrie  

 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 

P:  O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as 
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your 
life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Children’s Message                                                                                                    
 

Word 

 
 
 
 



First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a 

A: The first reading is from Genesis. 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as 
the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 
 
A:  Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
(8:15) Psalm 121  (Spoken responsively) 

  
1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 
 2 My help comes | from the Lord, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 3 The Lord will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;  
 5 the Lord watches | over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at | your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike | you by day, 
  nor the | moon by night. 
 7 The Lord will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 
 8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(10:30) Psalm 121  (Cantor, then ALL) 

 

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

A: The second reading is from Romans. 

  What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For 
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is 
reckoned as righteousness. 
 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
  For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it 
may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly may rise. 

 
 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation                                   

 
 
Gospel: John 3:1-17 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for 
no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that 
I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you 
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 
be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 
these things? 
   
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you 
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  
No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.” 

  
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 



Sermon                                                                                                                                   Pastor Jennifer Smith 

 
Following a time of silence for reflection, the assembly may rise. 
 
Hymn of the Day~ “God Loved the World” 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and 

its needs. 

A brief silence. 

A: Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of church 
artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages such as George Herbert whom the church 
remembers today, give your church the means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare 
your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who labor 
in service to creation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders so that they might 
seek a path for every person to flourish. And lend your help to all who wait for justice, 
deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

 

 

 

 



A: Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to any 
who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who 
are struggling with illness or loss. We pray especially for: Diane, Calvin, Roger, Maria, 
Carolyn, Rosemary, Angelo, Tony, Cheryl, Liz, Andy, Greg, Sivan, Joan, Corey, Kevin, 
Ruth, Rob, Matt, Bongchun, Jimmy, Lance, Stacey, Sean, Eleanor, Marie, Greg, Nan, 
Joshua, and Robert. We pray for peace to those remembering the life of Ryan Weidler. Turn 
their mouring into dancing, clothe them with joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise 
on their lips. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new 
members in this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this community to 
journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank you 
for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world by your 
love. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Pastor: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
The assembly may be seated after sharing peace. If you have not already done so, we ask that 
members and visitors please take a moment to fill out the communication slips located in each pew 
and place them in the offering plate. 
 
Meal 
 
Anthem~ “God So Loved the World”                                                                            Chancel Choir 

 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, 

that whoso believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 
Text: John 3:16 
Music: Bob Chilcott 

 
 



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

We are grateful for your support of St. John. Here are the ways to share tithes and offerings: 
-You may make use of the offering plate located on the table at the back of the sanctuary, or scan 
this QR code to use Square. 

 
-Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be 
deducted from a bank account. Please contact Laura Smeltzer, our bookkeeper, to 
arrange this. Her email address is stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com. 
 

 
For communion: We practice a "standing station" distribution of communion.  An usher will indicate to 
you when it is time to come up.  They will have empty cups for you to take if you are to have wine, and 
proceed down the center aisle.  First, receive the wafer from pastor, putting your hands out.  Then, if you are 
receiving wine, hold up your empty cup to the pouring chalice to receive the wine.  Grape juice is in the tray 
beside the cup in pre-filled cups.  Younger children or anyone not receiving are welcome to come up for a 
blessing from the pastor.  You will return to your pew from the side aisle.  Christ is the host of this meal, his 
real presence in bread and wine, and all are welcome at the table. 
 
The assembly may rise. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
P: O God, maker of heaven and earth, 

your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Great Thanksgiving   
(8:15) spoken responsively; (10:30) sung 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy, Holy 
(8:15) spoken; (10:30) sung 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
P: O God, Creator of our wilderness world,  

O God, Savior of the lost, 
O God, Comforter of the sick and suffering, 
we give you thanks for your everlasting might;  
we glorify you for your covenant of mercy. 

 
For forty days you cleansed the earth with the waters of the flood. 
For forty days you illumined Moses with the words of your law. 
For forty years you fed your people with manna from heaven. 

 
You became truly human in Jesus our brother. 
For forty days, with fasting and prayer, he renounced the power of the devil. 
On the night before he died he took bread, and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

 
 



P:  We extol his life.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  We lament his death.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  We celebrate his resurrection.  
C:  Amen. 
 
P:   Transform us, O God, with your lively Spirit. 
      Make this food into manna for our journey, the body and blood of your Son. 
      Grant us with the Ninevites forty days of repentance. 
      Teach us your words of wisdom and justice. 
      Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace. 
      At the last, lead all your pilgrim people through our deserts to your Easter garden. 
 
      To you, O God, Creator, Savior, Comforter, 
      Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
      be our worship and praise, adoration and thanksgiving 
      now and forever. Amen. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lord's Prayer  
(8:15) spoken; (10:30) sung 

 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Canticle ~ Agnus Dei 

(8:15) spoken; (10:30) sung 

 
 
 
The assembly may be seated. The meal is shared.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Anthem~ “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”                   Chancel Choir 

 
Lord, thee I love with all my heart; I pray thee, ne'er from me part; with tender mercy cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I would share, yea, heav'n itself were void and bare 
if thou, Lord, were not near me. 

And should my heart for sorrow break, my trust in thee can nothing shake, 
Thou art the portion I have sought; thy precious blood my soul has bought. 

Lord, Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
forsake me not! I trust thy word. 

 
Yea, Lord, thine own rich bounty gave my body, soul, and all I have in this poor life of labor. 
Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place may glorify thy lavish grace and serve and help my neighbor. 

Let no false teaching me beguile, let Satan not my soul defile 
Give strength and patience unto me to bear my cross and follow thee 

Lord, Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, in death thy comfort still afford. 
 

Lord, let at last thine angels come, to Abr'ham's bosom bear me home, 
that I may die unfearing. 

And in its narrow chamber keep my body safe in peaceful sleep until thy reappearing. 
And then from death, awaken me, that these mine eyes with joy may see, 

O Son of God, thy glorious face, my Savior and my fount of grace. 
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 

and I will praise thee without end! I will praise thee: amen, amen! 
 

Text: Catherine Winkworth 
Music: Bernhard Schmid, setting John Ferguson 
 
 
Post Communion Blessing 

P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  

C: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

P: God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 



Blessing 

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 
☩ bless you now and always. 

C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn~ “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” 

 



Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Remember those who are poor. 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
The assembly may depart in contemplative peace during the season of Lent. 
 
Assisting with Worship 
Pastor     Pastor Jennifer Smith 
Director of Music   Lawrence Baker      
8:15 Usher     
10:30 Usher    Rita Stock 
8:15 Lector    Jacqui DiDomenico 
10:30 Lector    Andrea Greyson 
8:15 Communion Assistant 
10:30 Communion Assistant  Arianna Greyson 
8:15 Acolyte    Michael DiDomenico 
10:30 Acolyte     
Video Technicians   Phil Wood, Adam Kiefski, Xavier Mitchell, & Megan Kiefski 
Counters    Ron and Lisa Nordmeyer 
 
During Lent we do not place flowers on the altar. 
 
Our full prayer list is printed on a separate piece of paper which is available near the 
bulletins. Names will remain on our list for a month and then be removed.  If you want to be sure 
that someone remains there, contact the church office.

 
 
This Week at St. John… 
 
Sunday, Mar 1                                                       
8:15 Worship 
9:15 Adult Class 
10:30 Worship 
 
Monday, Mar 2 
10:00 Quilters 
 
Wednesday, Mar 4 
1:30 Visual Arts Class 
 
Thursday, Mar 5 
10:00 Visual Arts Class 
12:15 NO Bible Study this week 

6:30 Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, Mar 6 
10:00 Visual Arts Class 
6:30 Boy Scouts Troop 98 [FH, MPR, YC] 
 
Saturday, Mar 7 
4:00 Chili Cook-off Fundraiser 
 
Sunday, Mar 8 
8:15 Worship 
9:15 Adult Class/Sunday School 
10:30 Worship              

 
Scan this QR code to see the church calendar on our website. 
 
 



Happening at St. John 
 
Lenten Services - We will once again join our neighbors of the S.P.A.M. Ministers group and their 
congregations for weekly Wednesday Lent services at each other’s churches.  The theme for 
preachers this year is “Encounters with Jesus”.  Keep an eye out in the Great Room for our usual 
table of Lenten resources to aid in your prayer life during the season.  Lenten services at 7pm at 
the following locations and dates: 
 

 3/4 – Methacton Mennonite in Fairview 
 3/11 – Wentz’s UCC in Skippack 
 3/18 – Bethel Hill UMC in Lansdale  
 3/25 – Trinity Episcopal in Blue Bell 

 
Lenten Resources - There are Lenten resources available in the Great Room to aid in your prayer 
life during the season. 
 
Join Us for the Chili Cook-Off! - Come hungry and join us for a fun evening of great food and 
friendly competition at our Chili Cook-Off, featuring chili from Dan Pefiffer, Tia Schwab, Ben 
Norton, Danielle Simpkins, Megan Kiefski and Scout Troop 98 (2 entries!).  Join us on March 7th 
from 4:00 to 6:00 pm (note the new time). $10 admission includes 3 voting tickets; extra tickets 
are $1 each or 6 for $5.  Drinks included.  Winners announced before the event ends!  A “COUNT 
ME IN” sign-in sheet is in the Great Room (optional—no advance sign-up required).  Cash or 
Venmo accepted.  All funds raised support the children and youth programs at St. John. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt - Join us Sunday, March 29 at 12:15 pm, following the 10:30 am Worship 
Service, for an egg hunt for our elementary school aged students.  We do always hope that we can 
hold it outside, but if weather doesn’t cooperate, we will hold it inside.  See the sign up in the Great 
Room for participants and some volunteers needed.  Signing up help up planning work for our egg 
filling and hiding crews.  An online sign up will go “live” this week for those who that maybe 
helpful.  
 
Pastor’s Thursday Bible Study - We will not meet this week but will resume with our new study 
on the book of Proverbs on March 12th at 12:15 pm.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



News and Info  
 

Our Boiler...IS REPAIRED! - Thanks again to our guys who put in so many hours keeping us 
warm and getting to the bottom of the complicated repair.  Warm wishes! 
 
Pastor Away - Pastor will be away this week and back in action the weekend of March 7th.  For 
any pastoral emergencies today or Monday, you can contact Father Emmanuel Williamson of 
Trinity Episcopal here in Blue Bell (215-356-8232).  For emergencies from Tuesday through 
Friday, you can contact Pastor Deb Wolfe (part of the St John community) at 610-506-6097. 
 
Giving Envelopes - Just a few envelopes remain for pick-up!  Please reach out to Laura Smeltzer, 
bookkeeper, at stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com if you have not picked up yours.  
 
Snow Policy - We thought we might communicate a plan for cancellation and communication 
should there be weekend snow again.  The plan is that by 7:00 am on Sunday we will send out an 
email and post on Facebook if we are CANCELLING services (one or both - and include any 
changes to morning classes).  If you don’t get an email or see a posting on our Facebook page you 
might assume that we are on.  As best as we are able we will livestream anything that goes on in 
person. 
 
Altar Flowers – A reminder that during the season of Lent we do not place flowers at the altar. 
 
2026 Summer Youth Trip — Gettysburg (July 12–17) - This summer we’re returning to 
Gettysburg for a week at the seminary! In 2026, we’ll be partnering with the seminary and 
participating in Theological Education of Youth (TEY)—a program that blends service, fun, and 
opportunities for youth to dig deeper into their faith.  All youth in the confirmation program through 
completed 12th grade are invited. For details, please contact Ray. 
 
 

 
Bulletin Announcements & Weekly Email - To request the inclusion of an announcement in the 
bulletin, please contact the church office by Monday of that week.  To request inclusion in the 
weekly email, contact Katie Myers by Monday of that week. 
 
 

Scan this QR code to receive our weekly email newsletter! 
 

 


