Midweek Lent Service: In Community with Creation
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Gathering Song~ “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”

Prayer
Gracious Creator, you fashioned us in your image in the midst of a world beyond our knowledge and
understanding. Continue to weave us together in community with all created things and deepen our
awareness of the ways you connect us to the earth. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

Scripture
Mark 4:35-41

Jesus calms a storm

While we often think of community as limited to human beings, our human existence is interdependent
with all the created world. This theme is especially apparent in Mark 4:35-41, the account of the
fishermen whose lives depend on the sea but who become afraid of its power in the storm.
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And leaving
the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A
great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped.
But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you
not care that we are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be
still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have
you still no faith?” And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey him?”

Engaging with Scripture
You are invited to either participate in this week’s activity or remain quietly to exercise “Lectio divina”

Lectio divina
To engage the scripture in a prayerful way, read the texts three times.
• Reading the first time: Listen for a word or short phrase that stands out to you.
• Reading the second time: Listen for a way in which God is speaking to you personally.
• Reading the third time: Listen for a way in which God is speaking to the community/communities
of which you are a part.
OR

Prayer Stations
Make your way to each of four stations around the room,
Prayerfully visit the stations and write or draw your prayer and then light a candle as a symbol of your
prayer. Read what others have written. When you are finished have a seat and reflect quietly.

Sung Response~ “Many and Great, O God”

Prayers
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord
who makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation...
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness...
for the gifts of relationship with others...
for the communion of faith in your church...
Other thanksgivings may be added.
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about
your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world...
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare...
for all who work for peace and international harmony...
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction...
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land...
Other intercessions may be added.
We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously
protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where we have done wrong, and graciously to
protect us tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. Amen.

Blessing
The Creator who fashions us together with all things,
the Christ who leads us into a new beloved community,
the Spirit who holds us in the communion of saints,
one God, ☩ bless you now and always.
Amen.

Sending Song~ “The Day You Gave Us Lord, Has Ended”

Dismissal
Go in peace, joined together in Christ.
Thanks be to God.

