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Order for Worship
Prelude ~ “Simple Gifts”

John Purifoy

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P:

C:
P:

C:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

P:
C:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C:

Greeting
P:
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:
And also with you.

Hymn of Praise ~ “Glory be to God in Heaven”

Prayer of the Day
P:
God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom.
Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and
peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C:
Amen.

Children’s Message

Word
First Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5
A:

C:

A voice said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he
spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to
me. He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels
who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this
very day. The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you
shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.” Whether they hear or refuse to hear for they
are a rebellious house, they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 123
L:

Let us read together the psalm.

L:

To you I lift up my eyes,
to you enthroned in the heavens.
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes of a maid to the
hand of her mistress,
so our eyes look to you, O LORD our God, until you show us your mercy.

C:

L:
C:

Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy,
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
too much of the scorn of the indolent rich,
and of the derision of the proud. Amen.

Gospel: Mark 6:1-13
P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

P:

Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he began to
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did
this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power
are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James
and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense
at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown,
and among their own kin, and in their own house.” And he could do no deed of power there,
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at
their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send
them out two by two and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to
take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to
wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house,
stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to
hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against
them.” So, they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons
and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

P:
C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Rachel Manke

Hymn of the Day ~ “We All Are One in Mission”

Apostles Creed

P:

Together, let us confess our faith:

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
A:

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.

A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:

God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races, ethnicities, and
languages as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and increase their faith, that your
gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you thanks for the
moon and stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the mysteries of
the cosmos that remain unknown to us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from all forms of
spiritual, social, and political oppression. Defend us from tyrants in our midst and deliver us
from all forms of slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom for works of liberation and
wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in solidarity with
the disempowered. Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to those who fear, and
bring wholeness to those in need especially Dick, George, Robert, Tim, Eleanor, Kate,
Cheryl, Susan, John, Randy, Dorothy, Robert, and Donna. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray for our
outreach ministries. Equip us as we leave this place to witness and serve our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of healing, you brought healing to those on the margins and every variety of people. Be
with the families in Miami. Be with the people of India, Brazil, Columbia, Argentina and all
other communities ravaged by Covid and the Delta variant. Bring healing, doctors, vaccines
and safe practice. Lord, in your mercy.
hear our prayer.

C:

We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth prophets who move us
towards freedom. Thank you for those who work for human rights, community organizers,
and all who strive for liberty for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:
C:

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

Peace
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
And also with you.

Anthem~ “Turn My Heart to You"

Cailin Kiefski, Soloist

Turn my heart to you, turn my heart to you, Lord Jesus.
Turn my heart to you, create my life anew.
Turn my heart to you, O God.
Make me free from sin, turn my heart to you, Lord Jesus.
Make me free from sin, let new life enter in.
Turn my heart to you, O God.
Cleansed by water's redeeming flood, our salvation is assured.
Clothed in Christ, we're one family, in one church, one hope, one faith, one Lord.
Lead us in your light, turn out hearts to you, Lord Jesus.
Lead us in your light, show us what is right.
Turn our hearts to you, O God.
Sealed in joy by the Spirit's pow'r, celebrating each new birth,
marked in grace by the cross's sign, we embrace your kingdom here on earth!
Turn my heart to you ...

Text and Music: Nancy Raabe

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
During this time, we will not be passing the offering plates. We are grateful for all who are able to
continue their support of St. John. There are three ways to share tithes and offerings:
1. Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted
from a bank account. Please contact Marcie Godby, our bookkeeper, to arrange for this
(stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com).
2. You may go to St. John's website, https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/, and under "Quick Links" hit
the "Online Giving and Donations" button.
3. You may put your offering envelope (checks are preferred) in another stamped envelope and mail
it to St. John: 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 (Attn: Marcie).
4. You may make use of the offing plate located on a table near the church building.
Take a moment and reflect on the gifts we have received – even in these difficult days.

Offertory Prayer
P:
Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
C:
Amen.

The Meal
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P:

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P:

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The meal is shared.

Communion Hymn~ “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup”

Benediction
P:
The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Dismissal
P:
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C:
Thanks be to God.

Postlude~ “How Firm a Foundation ”

Mark Patterson
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Announcements
Our next monthly food truck night is Wednesday, July 28! -More details to come.
Mark your calendars for this date and August 25 for our next two events!
Weekly Outdoor Services will continue Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Please bring a chair and continue
to make use of space and masking for the benefit of our most vulnerable. These services will
continue to be live streamed on YouTube as well as shared via email on Sunday evenings.
Spirit Walkers- We walkers have been happily bringing our fellowship into the community as we
give our bodies some healthful movement! Next meet-up will be Wednesday at 10 a.m. at
Wentz Run Park. Join us!
Save the Date - VBS Day! We will have a Vacation Bible School Day event on Saturday,
August 14. Check back for more details!
Save the Date for Pastor Rachel's Installation-It has been interesting times, but we can finally
make Pastor Rachel's call to St. John "Official" in a service of installation. Mark your calendars
for Sunday, August 29 at 4 p.m.

