Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 19, 2020

Welcome to St. John
We are very pleased that you have joined us for worship today. If you are visiting for the first time,
we have a welcome gift for you. We also appreciate any comments or suggestions that you may have.
Thank you for coming today!
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly, and we offer guidance for those visiting in the following
pages underneath the heading “Communion Distribution.”
Our bulletin is all you will need for worship this morning. We have inserted helpful information in
italics including when, if able, to stand and sit. Congregation responses are in bold.
Children are welcome at St. John. We have worship activity bags located at each sanctuary entrance.
All children are encouraged to come forward during Children’s Time. Our parents of children are
welcome to use the Family Room at any time during worship—it is located in the Nursery School
wing (upstairs). The room is open for families to use as needed for their children. We also have a
baby changing station in the restroom by the main office. Please ask an usher if you have any
questions.
Following our services, we will have beverages, cookies and conversation in our Great Room.
hope that you will join us and introduce yourself to others.

St. John Lutheran Church 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422
www.stjohnbluebell.org

www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell

Nursery School website: www.stjohnsns.com
610-277-1086
Staff:
Pastor Stephen Godsall-Myers, Bridge Pastor
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director
Katie Myers, Webmaster
Barry Stock, Facilities Coordinator
Marcie Godby, Bookkeeper
Vincent Bruno, Youth & Family Director
Sue Klosterman, Church Office Assistant

wittsgm@gmail.com
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annlb609@gmail.com
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Our Council Members are listed on our website.

Celebrating 250 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2019.

We

Order for Worship
Prelude ~ “Search Me, O God”

Steven Rowe, Tenor

Search me, O Father, O search me and know my heart,
Try me and know all my thoughts and know my thoughts.
There is no word in my tongue, no word here within me,
but it is known unto Thee, it is well known unto Thee.
Search me and try me, see if there by any wicked way here.
Thou knowest all my thoughts, Thou knowest my heart,
O lead me Lord, in the way everlasting.

Music: Anton Dvořák (from Biblical Songs)
Text: Psalm 139:4, 23-24

Confession and Forgiveness

C:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.

P:

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

P:

Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
C:

Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

P:

C:

Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn ~ When Morning Gilds the Skies
When morning gilds the skies,
my heart awaking cries:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
When evening shadows fall,
this rings my curfew call:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
No lovelier antiphon
in all high heav'n is known
than "Jesus Christ be praised!"
There to the eternal Word
the eternal psalm is heard:
oh, Jesus Christ be praised!
Sing, sun and stars of space,
sing, all who see his face,
sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!"
God's whole creation o'er,
today and evermore
shall Jesus Christ be praised!

Greeting
P:
C:

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:

C:

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in
the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Children’s Time

Pastor Steve and Vince Bruno

Word
Psalm 100
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands!
Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.
Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.
Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; give thanks and
bless God’s holy name.
Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25
A:

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be
glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,
the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
P:
C:

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

P:

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the servants of the householder came and
said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds
come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The servant said to him, ‘Then do you
want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the
good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Let anyone with ears listen!”

C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily

Silence for reflection follows the homily.
Hymn of the Day ~ “We Plow the Fields and Scatter”

Apostles’ Creed
P:
C:

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
A:

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence.

A:

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help
your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and
gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of
new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from
the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your light to find ways that lead
to peace and understanding. Mend the fabric of the human family, now torn apart in so many
ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our
hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all
who suffer in any way. We pray especially for those on our Prayer List: Lisa, Adina, Kathy,
John, Eric Tom, Jack, Jon, Rob, Sue, Lauren, Bill, Dave, Gladys, Dylan, Randy, Dorothy,
Judy, Jim, Gerry, Hadley, Robert, Abby, Laura, and Donna. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, we long for refreshment, renewal, and new
opportunities. We pray for all those whose lives have been disrupted and dismayed by the
many days of COVID, by the many years of racial injustice. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We
remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us. Gather
us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Anthem~ “Then Shall the Righteous Shine Forth"
Then, then shall the righteous shine forth
as the sun in their heav’nly Father’s realm.
Joy on their heads shall be foreverlasting,
and all sorrow and mourning shall flee away forever.
Then shall the righteous shine forth..
Music: Felix Mendelssohn
Text: Matthew 13:43

Steven Rowe, Tenor

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
During our time away, we will not be passing the offering plates. We are grateful for all who are
able to continue their support of St. John. There are three ways to share tithes and offerings:
1. Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted
from a bank account. Please contact Marcie Godby, our bookkeeper, to arrange for this
(stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com).
2. You may go to St. John's website, https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/, and under "Quick Links" hit
the "Online Giving and Donations" button.
3. You may put your offering envelope (checks are preferred) in another stamped envelope and mail
it to St. John: 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 (Attn: Marcie).
Take a moment and reflect on the gifts we have received – even in these difficult days.

Voluntary~ “As the Grains”

Offertory Hymn ~ “As the Grains of Wheat”

Edwin T. Childs

Offertory Prayer
P:

C:

God of goodness and growth,
all creation is yours,
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P:

C:

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.

Sending Hymn ~ “For the Fruit of All Creation”

Dismissal
P:
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C:
Thanks be to God.

Postlude ~ “Dialogue sur les Grands Jeux”

François Couperin

Additional music links:
“E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”
https://youtu.be/zn7to9U_uT0

“All Things Bright and Beautiful”
https://youtu.be/KBWBvKVOK1A

“Thou Knowest, Lord the Secrets of Our Hearts”
https://youtu.be/w-2cpZvoJl4
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