Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 11, 2021
9:30 a.m.

Welcome to St. John
St. John Lutheran Church 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422
www.stjohnbluebell.org

www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell

Nursery School website: www.stjohnsns.com
610-277-1086
Staff:
Pastor Rachel Manke
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director
Katie Myers, Webmaster
Barry Stock, Facilities Coordinator
Marcie Godby, Bookkeeper
Sue Klosterman, Church Office Assistant

pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com
lawrencebaker22@gmail.com
annlb609@gmail.com
carrie@stjohnsns.com
stjohnbluebell@gmail.com
stock825@comcast.net
stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com
stjohn1802@gmail.com

Our Council Members are listed on our website.

Celebrating 252 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2021.

This service is livestreamed on our Facebook page and posted to YouTube.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS003832.
One License authorized user, number A-725585
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©2021, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Order for Worship
Prelude ~ “O God of Mercy”

Kurt-Klinger Wilensky, Tenor

O God of mercy, God of light, in love and mercy infinite,
teach us, as ever in your sight, to live our lives in you.
Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: to feel for those his blood has bought,
that every deed and word and thought may work a work for you.
And may your Holy Spirit move all those who live to live in love,
till you receive in heaven above those who have lived to you.
Text: Godfrey Thring
Music: Gerre Hancock, arr. Paul Bouman

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P:

C:
P:

C:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

P:
C:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C:

Greeting
P:
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:
And also with you.

Hymn of Praise ~ “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”

Prayer of the Day
P:
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
your commandments; and also, that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C:
Amen.

Children’s Message

Word
First Reading: Amos 7:7-15
A:

C:

This is what the Lord GOD showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you
see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“See, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all
his words. For thus Amos has said,
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.’ ”
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread
there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary,
and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the LORD took me from following the flock,
and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 85
(Cantor, then ALL)

He is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
that his glory, his glory may dwell in our land. Refrain.
Mercy and truth have met, have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall spring up, truth shall spring up for the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heav’n. Refrain.
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go, righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. Refrain.

Gospel: Mark 6:14-29
P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

P:

King Herod heard of the disciples’ preaching, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some
were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason, these
powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I
beheaded, has been raised.”
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had
a grudge against him and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him,

he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of
Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests;
and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he
solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my
kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The
head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want
you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply
grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse
her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He
went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl.
Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took
his body, and laid it in a tomb.
P:
C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Rachel Manke

Hymn of the Day ~ “Let Streams of Living Justice”

Baptism of Julia Eliana Pfeiffer
PRESENTATION
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of
baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in
Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of
the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.
Sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates:
Representative of the Congregation: I present Julia Eliana for baptism.
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your
child baptized into Christ?
Response: We do.
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that your child may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: I do.
The presiding minister addresses sponsors:
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's
Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Response: I do.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly:
People of God, do you promise to support Julia Eliana and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism as well as the parents and sponsors of
young child. The assembly may join in the responses.
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response:
I renounce them.
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.
People of God:
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the
flood, you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and
raise us up to live in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters
of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly may be seated.

BAPTISM
Julia Eliana, I baptize you in the name of the Father, *
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister continues:
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Julia with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.
Julia Eliana, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever.
Amen.
WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized as a representative of the congregation
says:
Let your light so shine before others.
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.
You belong to Christ,
in whom you have been baptized.
Alleluia.
The service continues with the prayers of intercession.

Prayers of Intercession
A:

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.

A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:
C:
A:

Holy parent, you welcome your people into one family and gather all things to yourself.
Bestow your grace upon your beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon us, and redeem us
from our faults, that by our witness all might praise your glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest of
sycamore trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of fruit, grain,
and other crops, and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of prophets in
our own day. Protect those who speak difficult truths when it is risky to do so.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all who are survivors
of violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those who are victims of
prejudice and discrimination. As a community, we pray for the healing of Barbara, Dick,
George, Robert, Tim, Kate, Cheryl, Susan, John, Randy, Dorothy, Robert, and Donna.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of love, we pray for this holy ground and all those who worship here. We pray
especially for those whose efforts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for our office staff
Sue, Marcie, Barry and for all of our volunteers, especially Katie and Phil.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all, sustain our newest sister in the faith, Julia, and empower us to support her and
her parents in her journey of faith. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
hear our prayer.

C:

We thank you, God, for the saints, martyrs, and prophets who have died in the faith
especially Benedict of Nursia. We remember those in this community who have recently
died of Covid, in the Miami building collapse, and in violence. United with them as God’s
children, assure us that we are yours forever.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:
C:

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

Peace
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
And also with you.

Anthem~ “The Lord is Ever Watchful "

Kurt-Klinger Wilensky, Tenor

Sing forth praise, all you redeemed of the Lord,
redeemed from the hand of the foe, from your distresses,
from deep affliction, who sat in the shadow of death and darkness.
All you that cry in trouble unto the Lord,
sing forth praise, offer thanks, proclaim aloud God’s goodness.
The Lord is ever watchful in the time of need,
and comforts those who sorrow with tender care.
Sing forth praise, offer thanks, proclaim aloud God’s goodness.

Text: Ps. 107 adapt.
Music: Felix Mendelssohn

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
During this time, we will not be passing the offering plates. We are grateful for all who are able to
continue their support of St. John. There are three ways to share tithes and offerings:
1. Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted
from a bank account. Please contact Marcie Godby, our bookkeeper, to arrange for this
(stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com).
2. You may go to St. John's website, https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/, and under "Quick Links" hit
the "Online Giving and Donations" button.
3. You may put your offering envelope (checks are preferred) in another stamped envelope and mail
it to St. John: 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 (Attn: Marcie).
4. You may make use of the offing plate located on a table near the church building.
Take a moment and reflect on the gifts we have received – even in these difficult days.

Offertory Prayer
P:
Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
C:
Amen.

The Meal
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P:

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P:
C:

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The meal is shared.

Communion Hymn~ “Thy Holy Wings”

Benediction
P:
The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Dismissal
P:
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C:
Thanks be to God.

Postlude~ “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”

Timothy Shaw
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Announcements

Weekly Outdoor Services will continue Sundays at 9:30 a.m. These services will continue to be
live streamed on YouTube as well as shared via email on Sunday evenings.
Spirit Walkers- Next meet-up will be Wednesday at 10 a.m. at Wentz Run Park. Join us!
16th Annual Ryan Weidler Golf Tournament- You are invited to attend the 16th Annual Ryan
Weidler Golf Tournament on Monday, July 26, starting at noon at Blue Stone Country Club, 711
Boehms Church Road, Blue Bell. You don't play golf? Consider enjoying hors d'oeuvres and
dinner on the patio beginning at 4:30 and ending at 7:30. Details on our website and in weekly Enews.
Our next monthly food truck night is Wednesday, July 28! -More details to come.
Mark your calendars for this date and August 25 for our next two events!

Looking for VBS Volunteers- Are you able to lend us a hand? We are having a VBS day
on August 14 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. For our VBS day we will need help with food/snack prep and
serving, check-in/out, leading games, telling stories, setup, etc. If you can help, email Pastor.
Save the Date-Vacation Bible School Day event on Saturday, August 14 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Save the Date for Pastor Rachel's Installation- Sunday, August 29 at 4 p.m.

