
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   First Sunday of Christmas 
December 28, 2025 

9:30 a.m. 
 



Welcome to St. John  
 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 
www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website:  www.stjohnsns.com 
610-277-1086 

 
Staff: 

Pastor Rachel Manke      pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com 
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 
Ray Hopkins, Director of Youth and Family   rayhopkins1802@gmail.com 
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 
Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  
Laura Smeltzer, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 
Laura Soda, Church Office Assistant    stjohn1802@gmail.com 
 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 
Celebrating 256 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2025. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Parents with young children:  Please know that your children are welcome and cherished in 
worship!  Wiggles and all!  If you need to step out with them during worship, we have arranged a 
special corner in the Great Room down the sanctuary stairs. We are working to connect our 
livestream to the TV in that space for you as well. 
 
 
This service is live-streamed on the church’s YouTube page. 
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Service of Lessons and Carols 
 
Prelude  
 
Welcome      
 
Gathering Song ~ “Joy to The World” 

 

 



Dialogue 
 
P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
C: those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shone. 
P: You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
C: they rejoice before you as with the joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 

plunder. 
P: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
C: and he is named wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected 

the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C:     Amen.  
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 

Word 
 
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 

L: A reading from Genesis. 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,  
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep,  
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  

 
And God saw that the light was good;  
and God separated the light from the darkness.  
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.  
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 
And God said, "Let there be lights  
in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night;  
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,  
and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth."  
And it was so. God made the two great lights —  
the greater light to rule the day  
and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars.  



God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth,  
to rule over the day and over the night,  
and to separate the light from the darkness.  
And God saw that it was good.  
And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Carol~ “I Wonder as I Wander”  

 
 

 



Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 

L: A reading from Micah. 
 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
Therefore, he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  And they shall live secure,  
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol ~ “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 
 
 
 

  



Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38    

 
L: A reading from Luke. 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God  
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,  
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,  
of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.  
And he came to her and said,  
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."  
But she was much perplexed by his words  
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  
The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary,  
for you have found favor with God.  
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,  
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great,  
and will be called the Son of the Most High,  
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,  
and of his kingdom there will be no end."  
Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,  
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;  
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.”  
Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord;  
let it be with me according to your word."  
Then the angel departed from her. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carol ~ “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming” 

 
 



Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25   

 
L:  A reading from Matthew. 
 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,  
but before they lived together,  
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  
Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man  
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,  
planned to dismiss her quietly.  

 
But just when he had resolved to do this,  
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,  
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,  
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus,  
for he will save his people from their sins."  
All this took place to fulfill  
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,"  
which means, "God is with us." 
When Joseph awoke from sleep,  
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;  
he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her  
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Carol ~ “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 

 
 



Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20   

 
L: A reading from Luke. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,  
keeping watch over their flock by night.  
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,  
and the glory of the Lord shone around them,  
and they were terrified.  

 
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see —  
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  
who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child  
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  
And suddenly there was with the angel  
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,  
the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place,  
which the Lord has made known to us." 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,  
and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,  
they made known what had been told them about this child;  
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God  
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Carol ~ “Go Tell It on The Mountain”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11   

L: A reading from Matthew. 
 
In the time of King Herod,  
after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,  
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,  
"Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 
When King Herod heard this,  
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him;  
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,  
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  
They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea;  
for so it has been written by the prophet: 
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men  
and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,  
"Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,  
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage."  
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,  
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,  
until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
When they saw that the star had stopped,  
they were overwhelmed with joy.  
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;  
and they knelt down and paid him homage.  
Then, opening their treasure chests,  
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
A: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 

  



Carol ~ “What Child Is This” 

 
 



Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14   

 
P: A reading from John. 
 
In the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  
All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being.  
What has come into being in him was life,  
and the life was the light of all people.  
The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
He came as a witness to testify to the light,  
so that all might believe through him.  
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

 
The true light, which enlightens everyone,  
was coming into the world.  He was in the world,  
and the world came into being through him;  
yet the world did not know him.  
He came to what was his own,  
and his own people did not accept him. 
But to all who received him, who believed in his name,  
he gave power to become children of God, who were born,  
not of blood or of the will of the flesh  
or of the will of man, but of God. 

 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us,  
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son,  
full of grace and truth. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 

  



Carol ~ “Love Has Come” 

 
 

The assembly may rise.   

 

Responsive Prayer 
 
P: Glory to God in the highest, 
C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 
P: Blessed are you, Prince of peace.  You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
P: Blessed are you, Son of Mary.  You share our humanity. 
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
P: Blessed are you, Son of God.  You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament, that we may bear your light to all the 

world. 
 
 



Greeting of Peace 
 
P: The peace of Christ, our Savior born, be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
The assembly may share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
 
 

Meal 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

We are grateful for your support of St. John. Here are the ways to share tithes and offerings: 
-You may make use of the offering plate located on the table at the back of the sanctuary, or 
scan this QR code to use Square. 

 
 
-Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to 
be deducted from a bank account. Please contact Laura Smeltzer, our bookkeeper, 
to arrange this. Her email address is stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com. 

  

Please take this time to sign the red attendance book in each pew. 
 
For communion: We practice a "standing station" distribution of communion.  An usher will 
indicate to you when it is time to come up.  They will have empty cups for you to take and 
proceed down the center aisle.  First receive the wafer from pastor, putting your hands 
out.  Then if you are receiving wine hold up your empty cup to the pouring chalice to receive the 
wine.  Grape juice is in the tray beside the cup in pre-packaged juice cups.  Younger children or 
anyone not receiving are welcome to come up for a blessing from the pastor.  You will return to 
your pew from the side aisle.  Christ is the host of this meal, God's real presence in bread and 
wine, and all are welcome at the table. 
  

 

Offertory Prayer 
 
A: Let us pray. 
 God of glory, 

great are your wonders among us 
and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



Great Thanksgiving 

 
 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In 
the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a 
new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
  

Lord's Prayer 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
A:  Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 

Let every heart receive your Savior. 
 

The meal is shared together with the pastor leading with the words, “The body of Christ, given 
for you.” And then, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 



Communion Anthem~ “What Songs Were Sung”         Jonathan Oehler, Baritone  

 
We cannot tell, we do not know what stars shone down so long ago, 

When Mary birthed her own sweet Son and peace and love became as one. 
 

The Son of God, as scriptures said, was Virgin born in a tiny shed, 
Where simple shepherds stood hard by while heav'nly sound filled up the sky. 

 
Now let us stand, uncovered all, before this creche in lowly stall, 
Where kings and angels dignify God's gift, His Son, in humility. 

 
We do not know, we cannot tell what songs were sung,what starlight fell, 

Or why the holy mystery stands for so many years in so many lands. 
 

We cannot tell, we do not know what stars shone down so long ago, 
When Mary birthed her own sweet Son and peace and love became as one. 

 
Text and Music: John Jacob Niles 
 
 
 
P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

his grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
A: Let us pray.   
 Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 

May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
Benediction  
P: The triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 
☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

C: Amen. 
 



Sending Hymn~ “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Dismissal 
A: Glory to God in the highest! 
C: And peace to God’s people on earth! 
A: Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 

 
 
 
Today in Worship 
Guest Pastor    Pastor Jennifer Smith     
Organist    Bruce Todd 
Lectors    Cheryl Posen and Audrey Pyle     
Video Technician   Phil Wood 
Counters    Dave Ochocki and Patti Whitcomb 
Cantor     Jonathan Oehler   
 
 
Flowers are given today in memory of Dorothy Christine by Charles Christine, and in memory of 
Richard Anderl and Bill McAdams by the McAdams family.    
 
Our full prayer list is printed on a separate piece of paper which is available near the 
bulletins. Names will remain on our list for a month and then be removed.  If you want to be sure 
that someone remains there, contact the church office.

 
 

*We will return to our normal service times of 8:15am and 10:30am next Sunday, Jan. 4th. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


