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Third Sunday in Advent
December 13,2020



Welcome to St. John

We are very pleased that you have joined us for worship today. If you are visiting for the first time,
we have a welcome gift for you. We also appreciate any commesugg#stions that you may have.
Thank you for coming today!

Holy Communion is celebrated weeklnd we offer guidance for those visiting in the following
pages underneath the heading ACommunion Distr.i

Our bulletin is all you will need for worshijhis morning. We have inserted helpful information in
italics including when, if able, to stand and sit. Congregation responseshanié.in

Children are welcome at St. John. We have worship activity bags located at each sanctuary entrance.
Allchil dren are encouraged t o c oOw paferts ofvchildrgn adeu r i n ¢
welcome to use the Family Room at any time during wodsltifgs located in the Nursery School

wing (upstairs). The room is open for families to use as needed focltildren. We also have a

baby changing station in the restroom by the main office. Please ask an usher if you have any
guestions.

Following our servicg we will have beverages, cookiasd conversation in our Great RoomiNe
hope that you will join us and introduce yourself to others.

St. John Lutheran Church 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422
www.stjohnbluebell.org www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell
Nursery School website: www.stjohnsns.com
610-277-1086

Staff:
PastorRachel Manke pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com
Lawrence Baker, Director of Music lawrencebaker22@gmail.com
Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator annlb609@gmail.com
Carrie Engel, Nursery School Dater carrie@stjohnsns.com
Katie Myers, Webmaster stjohnbluebell@gmail.com
Barry Stock, Facilities Coordinator stock825@comcast.net
Marcie GodbyBookkeeper stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com
Vincent Bruno, Youth & Family Director stjohn1802youth@gmail.com
Sue Klosterman, Church Office Assistant stjohn1802@gmail.com

Our Council Members are listed on our website.

Celebrating 250 years of mission and ministrg769-2019.

tf‘. DY Evangelical Lutheran
0&‘ 'ig Church in America

God's work. Our hands.
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Order for Worship
Prelude ~ iCome MyLighto Duet Rob Laird and Jonathan Oehler

Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel. Jesus, the Light of the world!

Come, my light, and illumine mgtarkness.
Come, my life, and revive me from death.
Come, my physician, heal my wounds.
Come, come, Jesus, the light of the world!

Come, flame of divine love, and burn up the thorns of my sins,
kindling my heart with the flame of love.

Come, my king, sitipon the throne of my heart,
Come and reign in my heart.
For thou alone art my king and my lord.
Come, come, Jesus the light of the world!

Text: Dimitri of Rostow, 1% century
Music: Anne Krentz Organ

Confession and Forgiveness

P: All may make thsign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Together let us honestly and humbbnfess
that we have not lived as God desires.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Loving and forgiving God,
C: we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.
We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.



P: People of God, hear this glad news:
byGodos
your sins are forgiven, and you are fiee
free from all that holds you back
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.

May you
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and accompanied with the power of the H8yirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn ~ iiPrepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His is no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev -ty hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Your king, yet ev - ry mna - tion its trib - ute too may bring
His rule 1is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore - told in sa - cred sto -1y
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Greeting
P: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, amplen our ears to the words of your
prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C: Amen.
Childrends Message

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Advent Blessing
Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and
blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free.

As we light these thremandles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the great
things you have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord Jesus

O ransomed people of the Lord, come,

|l et us travel on Goddés holy way

and enter into Zion with singing. Amen.



Word

First Reading:Isaiah61:1-4, 8-11

A: The spirit of the Lords0D is upon me,
because theoRD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty tahe captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year oftheorb6 s f av or ,
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zién
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil ofgladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of thé.ORD, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devasias;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.

For | theLoRD love justice,
| hate robbery and wrongdoing;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and | will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom therbp has blessed.
| will greatly rejoice in the_ORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the LordGobp will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm126
Refrain (Cantor, then ALL)

Ps. 126 Columba Kelly, OSB
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The Lord has done great things for us;
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we  are filled with  joy.

When the Lordrought back the captives of Zion, we were like men dreaming.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with rejoi€edain.

Then they said among the nations, fAThe Lo
The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad indRefdain.

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the torrents in the southern desert.
Those who sow in tears shall regoicing. Refrain.

Although they go forth weeping, carrying the seed to be sown,
they shall come back rejoicing, carrying their sheaRestain.

Gospel:John 1:1-6-8, 19-28

P: TheHoly Gospel according tdohn
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: There was a man sent from God, whose name was Hehtame as a witness to testify to

the light, so that all might believe through hide himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jesve priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to askHehiaomn fiehoe caraen d/ oduii?d not de
am not t hAenMetstsé yahaoked hi m, AWhat then? Ar
not .o fAAre you the pr?bhpehne tt?hoe yHes aai nds weor endi ,m, fi
Let us have an answer for those Wdhsadsent us
il am the voice of one crying out in the w
6Make straight the way of the Lord, & 0

as the prophet Isaiah said.



Now they had been sent from the Phariséeb. e y

asked
baptizing i f you are neit her Jdohrhaaswdiedshsem, a h ,

hi m, AWhy

Al baptize with water. Among theonewloisands

comingafer me ; Il am not wort hy Thistoakplace ie

Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Following a time of silence for reflection, taesembly may rise.

t he

Pastor Rachel Manke



Hymnofthe Day ~iOn Jor danés Bank the Baptistés Cry



