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Welcome to St. John  
 

St. John Lutheran Church    1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 

www.stjohnbluebell.org        www.facebook.com/stjohnbluebell 

Nursery School website:  www.stjohnsns.com 

610-277-1086 
 

Staff: 

Pastor Rachel Manke      pastorstjohnbluebell@gmail.com 

Lawrence Baker, Director of Music    lawrencebaker22@gmail.com 

Ray Hopkins, Director of Youth and Family   rayhopkins1802@gmail.com 

Ann Brennan, Visual Arts Program Coordinator  annlb609@gmail.com 

Carrie Engel, Nursery School Director   carrie@stjohnsns.com 

Katie Myers, Webmaster     stjohnbluebell@gmail.com  

Barry Stock, Facilities Coordinator    stock825@comcast.net 

Marcie Godby, Bookkeeper     stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com 

Sue Klosterman, Church Office Assistant   stjohn1802@gmail.com 

 

Our Council Members are listed on our website. 

 

Celebrating 252 years of mission and ministry, 1769-2021. 
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Order for Worship 

 
Prelude ~ Quartet in Eb Major, Op. 8/2                                                                        Carl Stamitz 

                  I. Allegro moderato 

 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

 

Remembrance of Baptism 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

C:  Amen. 

 

The dean addresses the assembly. 

 

P:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn~ “Making Their Way” 

 
 

 

 



Greeting 

D: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of Praise ~ “Praise to You O God of Mercy”     

   
  

                                               

 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

D: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many gifts, and 

commanded them to feed your flock. Inspire pastors to proclaim your word diligently, and 

your people to receive it willingly, that finally we may receive the crown of eternal glory; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

Word 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 

 
A: How beautiful upon the mountains 

   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

   who announces salvation, 

   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

   together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 

   the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 

   you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 

   he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 

   before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

   the salvation of our God. 

 

 Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Response~ “Come to Us, Creative Spirit” 

 
 

 



Second Reading: Romans 12:4-8 
 

A:  For as in one body, we have many members, and not all the members have the same 

function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members 

one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 

proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 

cheerfulness. 
 

 Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Sung Once by All. 

 
 

Choir: For the word of the cross is the power of God to us who are being saved. 

(Repeat Alleluia) 

 

 

 

Gospel: John 17:6-19 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
P: ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 

yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 

everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 

them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 

believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with 



them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of 

them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But 

now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy 

made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 

because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking 

you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do 

not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your 

word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And 

for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

Sermon                                                                                                            The Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Wengert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The assembly stands to proclaim The word of God in song. 



Hymn of the Day ~ “God’s Work, Our Hands”  

 



Apostles Creed 

P:  Together, let us confess our faith: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation of Pastor Rachel Manke 

 
Presentation 
 

The assembly stands. 

The dean addresses the assembly. 

 

D: On behalf of the Southeast Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA, it is my duty and joy to install 

our sibling in Christ, the Rev. Rachel Manke as pastor at St. John’s Lutheran Church here in 

Blue Bell.  I ask leaders from this call process to present the documentation that makes this 

invitation official. 

 

A representative of the calling body addresses the presiding minister. 

 

A:  After prayerful discernment and thorough consideration on behalf of this congregation, we 

have extended a call to the Rev. Rachel Manke and present her for installation today. 

 



The representative gives the dean the letter certifying that the call has been received and accepted.  

The representative moves aside, and the assembly is seated. 

 

D:  Thank you for sharing your time and energy with this discernment process.   

It is a blessing to the whole congregation. 

 

Address and Questions 
The dean addresses the pastor being installed. 

 

D:  A reading from John: Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23) 

A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

D:  Pastor Rachel, in accepting the call to ministry of word and sacrament, you promised to 

uphold the holy Scriptures as the word of God, to confess the creeds and the Lutheran 

confessions as theological context for understanding the word of God, and to preach the 

gospel of Jesus Christ.  Will you continue to study Scripture, pray for God’s people, serve 

others for the sake of justice, and keep your baptismal promises in this community? 

PR:  I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

D:  Will you set an example of healthy leadership, keep the Sabbath, practice boundaries,  

care for relationships, and seek the resource and support you need to maintain a wholistic 

well-being? 

PR:  I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

D:  Will you bear witness to God’s love in the world, helping this congregation build trust,  

seek justice, and share love with the wider community? 

PR:  I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

D:  Will you discern and do what is right, even when it disrupts the status quo, 

 and especially when it asks something difficult for the sake of our neighbors? 

PR:  I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

D:  May the God who has called you in baptism and set you apart in the ministry of word and 

sacrament continue to bless you with the conviction and grace to do these things for the sake 

of Jesus and this community of faith. 

 

The assembly responds:  

C:  Amen. 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

 



The dean addresses the assembly. 

 

D:  People of God, 

will you receive Pastor Rachel as a minister of word and sacrament, a called and ordained 

leader in the church on earth, a sibling in Christ, a fellow human being who will love you 

and, occasionally fail you? 

C:  We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

D:  Will you pray for her, 

help and honor her for her work’s sake, 

and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 

C:  We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

The dean addresses the pastor being installed. 

 

D:  Rachel the office of pastor is now committed to you 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

The newly installed pastor may kneel as the presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 

D:  The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will, 

working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight; 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

The dean escorts the pastor to the place of baptism.  

A:  You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins. 

 

They proceed to the place of the word.  

A:  You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news. 

 

They proceed to the place of the meal.  

A:  You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord’s supper. 

 

The dean may address the assembly with these or similar words. 

D:  People of God, I present to you Rachel, your pastor. 

Let us welcome her in the name of Christ. 

 

The assembly may offer acclamation with applause. 

 

The service continues with the prayers of intercession.  

 



Prayers of Intercession  
 

A: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

A: We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your presence. Fill it with 

pastors, deacons, and leaders who echo your expansive and generous welcome. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat and resources to 

thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habitats and ensure a sustainable future 

for generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for individuals in positions of authority. Raise up wise and discerning leaders in 

federal, state, and local governments and guide them to seek the benefit of every person. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are unemployed, 

underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, clothes, and stability for daily 

life. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year. Empower 

teachers and school administrators. Guide students in their learning and development. 

Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who provide encouragement and love. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God with our heart. 

Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting that we will be united with them in 

glory. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 

 

Anthem~ “Sing unto God"                                                                                            Chancel Choir  

 

Sing unto God, let joyful voices raise a song of gladness with unending praise. 

 

 

Text: James Chepponis 

Music: G. F. Handel (from Judas Maccabaeus) 

 

 
 

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we will not be passing the offering plates. We are grateful for all who are able to 

continue their support of St. John. There are four ways to share tithes and offerings: 

 

1. Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted 

from a bank account. Please contact Marcie Godby, our bookkeeper, to arrange for this 

(stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com). 

2. You may go to St. John's website, https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/, and under "Quick Links" press 

the "Online Giving and Donations" button. 

3. You may put your offering envelope (checks are preferred) in another stamped envelope and mail 

it to St. John: 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 (Attn: Marcie). 

4. You may make use of the offering plate located on a table near the church building. 

  

We take a moment and reflect on the gifts that we have received – even in these difficult days. 

 
For communion: Prepackaged elements are available on tables nearby. Be sure to take one. The 

chalice shaped cups are wine and wafer. There are purple topped cups with red and also cups with 

white grape juice.  There are some GF cups with red grape juice that are labeled on the tab.  

 All are welcome. 
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The assembly stands. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
P: Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 

and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, 

and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, 

your body for the life of the world. 

C: Amen. 

 

The Meal 
 

 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 



The meal is shared together with the pastor leading with the words, “The body of Christ, given for 

you.” then, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 

 

Communion Hymn~ “Come to the Feast"  

 
                                       

 

  Brief announcements may be made. 

          

 

Blessing 
P: The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The assembly stands. 

 



Sending Hymn~ “To Be Your Presence” 

 
 

 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude~ Quartet in Eb Major, Op. 8/2                                                                          Carl Stamitz           

           III. Rondo, Allegro  

 

 

Please join us for a reception after the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assisting with Worship 

Presiding Minister   The Rev. Bryan Penman - Dean of Lower Mont. Conference 

Preacher The Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Wengert - Emeritus professor, LTSP 

and professional grandpa. 

Pastor     The Rev. Rachel Manke  

Director of Music   Mr. Lawrence Baker 

Lector     Diane Stein 

Woodwind Quartet   Erin Banholzer, Oboe 

     John Frazier, Clarinet 

     Todd Williams, French Horn 

     Darryl Hartshorne, Bassoon 

Chancel Choir of St. John  
      

 

     

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Youth & Family Look Ahead- We are delighted to have our new Youth and Family Director, Ray, 

begin with us this week. As he gets settled here are some dates to get on your calendar anticipating 

more details to come soon: 

 

Sept. 12 - Blessing of the Backpacks, in worship 

Sept. 26 - Sunday School resumes 

Oct. 31 - Trunk-or-Treat, following worship 

 

Other congregational dates to note:   

  

Sept. 29 - Food Truck Fellowship continues with the return of Roll M' Up Truck! 

Oct. 3 - Blessing of the Animals 

Oct. 23 - Evangelism will host a Beer Tasting event (ticket information upcoming) 

 

Spirit Walkers- The walking group continues to meet on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at Wentz Run 

Park. All are welcome as we head into fall and some cooler temperatures! 

 

Beginning Sept. 5- Our new start time for weekly outdoor worship will begin at 10 a.m.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


