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Order for Worship 

 
Prelude ~ “Et exsultavit spiritus meus"                                                  Joy Schauer, Mezzo-Soprano 

 

Et exsultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo. 

 

And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

 

Text: Luke 1:47 

Music: J. S. Bach (from Magnificat) 

 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 



Greeting 

P: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise ~ “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”    

 



 Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son, you made known 

your gracious regard for the poor, the lowly, and the despised. Grant us grace to receive your 

word in humility, and so to be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Word 
 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 61:7-11 

 
A: Because the shame of God’s people was double, 

  and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, 

 therefore they shall possess a double portion; 

  everlasting joy shall be theirs. 

 

 For I the LORD love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 

 

 Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Psalm 34 

 
L:  Let us read together the psalm. 

 

C: I will bless the LORD at all times; 

   the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 

 

L:  I will glory in the LORD; 

   let the lowly hear and rejoice. 

C: Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 

   let us exalt God’s name together. 

 

L:  I sought the LORD, who answered me 

   and delivered me from all my terrors.  

C: Look upon the LORD and be radiant, 

   and let not your faces be ashamed. 

 

L:  I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me 

   and saved me from all my troubles. 

C:  The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD 

   and delivers them. 

 

L: Taste and see that the LORD is good; 

   happy are they who take refuge in God! 

C:  Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD, 

   for those who fear the LORD lack nothing. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7 

 
A: When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

crying, “Abba! Father!” So, you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 

heir, through God. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



Gospel: Luke 1:46-55 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
P: Mary said, 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon                                                                                                                                   Pastor Rachel Manke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day ~ “For All the Faithful Women”  

 
 

 



Apostles Creed 

P:  Together, let us confess our faith: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

A: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

A: You have revealed your love for people overlooked and cast aside, sending your son to be 

born among the humble and poor. Send your church to proclaim good news to those who 

feel abandoned, despised, or rejected and make our congregations places of genuine 

welcome and hospitality. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: All creation longs for healing and restoration. Thwart the destruction of plant and animal 

habitats and amplify the voices of those who advocate for wise stewardship of the earth’s 

resources. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We remember your promise to our ancestors and look to you for justice. Expose pride, 

greed, and exploitation wherever it is found and raise up humble leaders who act on behalf 

of those who are poor, oppressed, or in other need. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 



A: Your Spirit lives in our hearts and makes us heirs of salvation. Rescue us from shame and 

dishonor. Lift up the lowly, fill the hungry with good things, and have mercy on those who 

turn to you for help. We pray for all who are sick especially Bruce, Jean, Karen, Lois, 

Barbara, Dick, George, Robert, Tim, Kate, Cheryl, Susan, John, Randy, Dorothy, Robert, 

and Donna. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Mary’s song of praise and amazement echoes through this assembly. Attend to those in this 

congregation expecting a child and console those struggling to conceive. Come to the aid of 

those enduring a difficult pregnancy and those who have experienced a miscarriage.  

God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A: We give thanks for the saints who have found refuge in you, O God especially Mary, mother 

of Jesus. As you have delivered them from all their afflictions, so save us from all our 

earthly troubles until that day when we sing your praise together in heaven.  

God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 

love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

Anthem~ "Ave Maria"                                                                            Joy Schauer, Mezzo-Soprano 

 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum. 

Benedicta tu in mulieribus, 

et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Iesus. 

Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, 

ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 

nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners, 

now and in the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

 

Text: Luke 1:28 

Music: Franz Abt 

 



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we will not be passing the offering plates. We are grateful for all who are able to 

continue their support of St. John. There are three ways to share tithes and offerings: 

 

1. Simply giving - You can arrange for a regular gift (weekly, monthly, quarterly) to be deducted 

from a bank account. Please contact Marcie Godby, our bookkeeper, to arrange for this 

(stjohn1802bookkeeper@gmail.com). 

2. You may go to St. John's website, https://www.stjohnbluebell.org/, and under "Quick Links" hit 

the "Online Giving and Donations" button. 

3. You may put your offering envelope (checks are preferred) in another stamped envelope and mail 

it to St. John: 1802 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422 (Attn: Marcie). 

4. You may make use of the offering plate located on a table near the church building. 

  

Take a moment and reflect on the gifts we have received – even in these difficult days. 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 
P: Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 

and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, 

and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, 

your body for the life of the world. 

C: Amen. 
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The Meal 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The meal is shared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Hymn~ “The Angel Gabriel” 

 
 

 

 



Benediction 
P: The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude~ “Freu duch sehr”                                                                                              John Carter 

 

 

 

 

 

Assisting with Worship 

Pastor     Pastor Rachel Manke  

Director of Music   Lawrence Baker 

Lector     Betty Jeanguenin 

Soloist     Joy Schauer 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Spirit Walkers- Next meet-up will be Wednesday at 10 a.m. at Wentz Run Park.   

 

Our next Food truck night is August 25 from 4-8 p.m. featuring Hedgehog Grill and Kona Ice. 

Details are on our website. 

 

Weekly Outdoor Services will continue Sundays at 9:30 a.m. These services will continue to be 

live streamed on YouTube as well as shared via email on Sunday evenings. 

 

Save the Date for Pastor Rachel's Installation- Sunday, August 29 at 4 p.m. This will be the only 

worship service on this date. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


